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Memories 


parting  would  be  sad  indeed. 


President  and  Sister  Fisher,  Gary  and  Dianne 


()NE  evening  a  small  congenial  group  was  engaged 
in   exchanging  pleasantries  about  its  hobbies. 

After  each  person  had  extolled  the  merits  of  his 

hobby,  a  shy  little  woman  was  asked  what  hers  was. 

"Mine,"  she  exclaimed,  "is  collecting  memories." 
Collecting  memories !  What  an  art !  But  these 
H    cannot  be  collected  like  old  glass ;  they  are  made  by 
$    what  we  do  for  others.  It  is  the  imperishable  wealth 

of  memories  that  becomes  the  only  food  which  sus- 
£    tains  our  lives.  God  pity  the  person  without  a  rosary    ® 

of  memories,  with  nothing  to  companion  the  soul  on 

its  lovely  way. 

Ah,  yes,  money  may  be  lost,  friends  forsake, 

and  health  fail,  but  golden  memories  remain  to  bless, 

as  we  travel  westward,  toward  the  shining  dawn. 


These    few    thoughts    taken    from    Sunshine 
Magazine  seem  to  express  our  feelings  as  we  prepare    & 
to  leave  this  "Land  of  Sunshine." 

We  thank  you  one  and  all  for  providing  us  with 
&    such  a  rose  bed  of  memories  without  which  our 
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Elder  Benson  Honoured 

Tribute  was  paid  Elder  Ezra  Taft  Benson  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve  for  his  role  as  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  in  the  Eisenhower  Cabinet  recently  in 
New  York  when  the  Research  Institute  of  America 
honoured  outstanding  figures  in  "Living  History 
of  the  Critical  Years— 1935-1960." 

On  the  medal  presented  him  were  these  words: 
"Research    Institute    of    America    Award,    Ezra 
Taft  Benson,  who  has  enriched  the  history  of  a 
free  people." 

New  Tulsa  Stake  Organised 

The  298th  stake  of  the  Church  was  formed  here 
Sunday  from  districts  here  from  districts  of  the 
Central  States  Mission.  It  consists  of  three  wards 
and  seven  branches. 


Dedication   Date  Set  For  Aaronic  Prieshood 
Monument 

The  dedication  date  for  the  Susquehanna 
Aaronic  Priesthood  Restoration  Memorial  has 
been  set  for  June  18. 

The  monument  is  being  erected  in  the  town  of 

Oakland,  Pa.,  where  Harmony  was  located.  It  is 

near  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna  River  and  near 

the  spot  where  Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver  Cowlery 

were  visited  by  John  the  Baptist  on  May  15,  1829. 

ihis   is    the   second   Aaronic   Prieshood    Restoration    Memorial.   The 

first,  located  on  Temple  Square  in  Salt  Lake  City,  was  dedicated  in  October, 

1958.  Both  were  sculptured  by  Dr.  Avard  Fairbanks. 

The  Memorial  has  been  paid  for  by  contribution  from  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood. 


//  you  would  be  happy,  obey  the  principles  of  the  gospel. 

— President  David  O.  McKay. 
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EDITORIAL 


The  New  Era 


THE  dictionary  defines  the  word 
"new"  as : 

Recently  come  into  existance, 
possession,  or  use;  fresh. 

It  defines  the  word  "era  as : 

A  date  or  event  from  which  time 
is  reckoned;  a  time  or  age  marked 
by  a  remarkable  event;  the  beginning 
of  a  period." 

This  is  the  beginning  of  The  New 
Era  in.  the  South  African  Mission. 
An  Era  in  which  the  work  of  the 
Lord  will  go  forward  by  leaps  and 
bounds.  Mention  was  made  in  the 
January  issue  of  the  C.S.M.  that 
"nineteen-sixty  marks  the  beginning 
of  a  new  era."  We  are  about  to  wit- 
ness the  fullfillment  of  this  state- 
ment. From  all  over  the  world  comes 
word  that  The  New  Era  is  bringing 
a  new  spirit  among  the  members  and 
missionaries — a  spirit  of  regenera- 
tion of  resolve. 

The  New  Era — three  small  words, 
but  they  contain  a  big  message  and 
an  even  bigger  promise.  A  message 
that  the  world  is  waiting  for  and  a 
promise  of  the  future.  A  future  that 
can  mean  joy  and  happiness  to  all 
who  are  a  part  of  it. 

What  does  The  New  Era  mean  to 
us  here  in  the  South  African 
Mission? 

Just  as  the  Church  is  built  upon 
a  foundation  of  apostles  and 
prophets,  so  this  mission  has  been 
built  upon  the  foundation  of  great 
leaders.  Through  the  past  years, 
from  the  time  the  first  missionaries 
came  to  this  beautiful  land,  these 
great    men    have    been    laying    the 


foundations  of  the  South  African 
Mission.  Each  has  built  upon  the 
work  of  those  who  went  before  until 
we  have  the  "building"  as  it  is  to- 
day. President  Glen  G.  Fisher  has 
built  upon  the  foundations  laid  by 
previous  presidents  and  President 
O.  Layton  Alldredge  will  build  even 
further. 

There  is  a  time  of  sowing  and  a 
time  of  harvest;  and  again  the 
sowing  and  again  the  reaping. 

The  New  Era  has  given  a  regenara- 
tion  of  resolve  to  the  missionaries 
and  members  throughout  the  mis- 
sion. With  this  regeneration  we  are 
experiencing  a  program  of  perfec- 
tion and  progress;  all  are  the  results 
of  reaping  and  building  on.  the  foun- 
dations laid  by  those  who  went 
before. 

As  we  begin  this  New  Era  in  the 
South  African  Mission,  we  pause  to 
praise  and  appreciate  the  past  perfor- 
mance of  these  wonderful  men  who 
have  done  so  much  to  bring  about 
the  "building"  that  wc  have  today. 

We  love  their  testimonies  of  the 
Gospel.  We  dedicate  ourselves  to 
follow  in  their  footsteps.  We  accept 
the  challenge  of  The  New  Era  that 
they  have  prepared  so  well  for  us. 

We  live  not  in  the  past  but  in  the 
promise  of  the  future.  We  promise 
to  them  and  to  those  who  are  to 
come  that  the  future  shall  be  great 
for  we  shall  thrust  our  sickles  with 
all  of  our  might  that  we  might  be 
a  part  of  the  glorious  promise  of 
"The  New  Era."  — D.T.W. 


True  Christianity  is  love  in  action.  There  is  no  better  way  to  manifest 
love  for  God  than  to  show  an  unselfish  love  for  one's  fellow  men.  That 
is  the  spirit  of  missionary  work. 

— President  David  O.  McKay. 
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Hold  Fast  to 

THE  IRON  ROD 


THE  Book  of  Mormon  is  replete 
with  great  spiritual  experiences, 
but  there  is  one  that  to  me  stands 
out  above  all  the  rest.  I  refer  to 
Lehi's  vision  of  the  tree,  the  river 
and  the  rod  of  iron.  This  vision  was 
also  given  to  Nephi  and  subsequently 
interpreted  for  him  by  a  Heavenly 
Mesenger.  When  questioned  by  his 
disbelieving  brethren  concerning  the 
meaning  of  the  rod  of  iron,  Nephi 
declared : 

"And  I  said  unto  them  that  it  was 
the  word  of  God;  whoso  would 
hearken  unto  the  word  of  God,  and 
would  hold  fast  unto  it,  they  would 
never  perish;  neither  could  the  temp- 
tations and  the  fiery  darts  of  the 
adversary  overpower  them  unto 
blindness,  to  lead  them  away  to  des- 
truction. 

"Wherefore,  I,  Nephi,  did  exhort 
them  to  give  heed  unto  the  word  of 
the  Lord;  yea,  I  did  exhort  them 
with  all  the  energies  of  my  soul,  and 
with  all  the  faculty  which  I  possesed, 
that  they  would  give  heed  to  the 
word  of  God  and  remember  to  keep 
his  commandments  always  in  all 
things."    (1    Nephi    15:24-25) 

What  message  does  this  hold  for 
us—  The  scriptures  bear  witness  that 
the  Word  of  God  never  changes. 
This  admonition  and  promise  there- 
fore is  just  as  applicable  today  as  it 
was  when  the  words  were  uttered 
so  many  years  ago.  In  a  world  torn 
by  deception  and  lust  for  power; 
with  the  leading  nations  still  enve- 
loped in  a  cold  war  made  even  more 
disturbing  due  to  the  failure  of 
recent  summit  talks,  it  is  needful  that 
we  have  something  strong  and  un- 
changing to  hold  to.  "The  Iron 
Rod",  "The  Word  of  God,"  "The 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ"  are  syno- 
nymous terms.  We  are  fortunate 
above  all  peoples  of  the  world 
because  we  have  the  word  of  God 


by  President  Glen  G.  Fisher 


in  its  fullness.  We  have  been  taught 
that  our  greatest  need  is  for  God. 
To  devout  members  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
the  iron  rod  penetrates  every  phase 
of  their  living  and  forms  a  guide  to 
keep  them  on  the  pathway  of  righte- 
ousness. 

Let  us  turn  again  to  the  words  of 
Nephi;  he  expresses  clearly  the  faith 
I  sincerely  hope  we  all  have: 

"O  Lord,  I  have  trusted  in  thee, 
and  I  will  trust  in  thee  forever.  J 
will  not  put  my  trust  in  the  arm  of 
flesh;  for  I  know  that  cursed  is  he 
that  putteth  his  trust  in  the  arm  of 
flesh.  Yea,  cursed  is  he  that  putteth 
his  trust  in  man  or  maketh  flesh 
his  arm. 

"Yea,  I  know  that  God  will  give 
liberally  to  him  that  asketh.  Yea, 
my  God  will  give  me,  if  I  ask  not 
amiss;  therefore  I  will  lift  up  my 
voice  unto  thee;  yea,  I  will  cry  unto 
thee,  my  God,  the  rock  of  my  righte- 
ousness. Behold  my  voice  shall  for- 
ever ascend  up  unto  thee,  my  rock 
and  mine  everlasting  God.  Amen."' 
(2  Nephi  4: 34-35) 

There  is  great  comfort  and 
strength  in  the  scriptures.  As  the 
time  approaches  for  our  release,  and 
knowing  as  I  do  that  we  may  never 
meet  again  in  this  life,  I  am  filled 
with  anxiety  for  your  well-being.  My 
concern  is  mainly  for  the  spiritual 
things  of  life. 

This  is  God's  world,  and  righte- 
ousness will  eventually  triumph,  but 
it  is  so  easy  for  us  to  lose  our  spiri- 
tual blessings.  I  would  plead  with 
you  my  friends  to  hold  fast  to  the 
glorious  truths  of  the  Gospel.  There 
is  only  one  way  to  attach  ourselves 
to  the  iron  rod,  and  that  is  through 
living  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
This  is  our  great  challenge,  and  what 
a  marvellous  blessing  it  would  be  if 
(Concluded  on  page  177) 
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by    Holly    Fisher 


FROM  now  on  I  shall  feel  as 
though  I've  had  a  beautiful 
dream.  In  my  dream  there  will  be  a 
distant  land,  a  land  little  known  by 
the  American  people,  a  land  of 
surprise  and  beauty;  a  land  of 
goodly  people  who  do  not  quite 
understand  each  other,  but  who, 
with  time  and  problems  together 
will  some  day  share  the  same  views 
and  desires. 

A  land  of  enchantment  and  legend 
contributed  by  the  black  race;  where 
mothers  carry  their  picanins  on  their 
backs,  loads  on  their  heads  and 
grind  the  corn  between  stones;  a 
happy,  carefree,  irresponsible  people, 
whose  chief  delight  is  to  sit  around 
a  campfire  and  spin  tales  handed 
down  through  the  generations. 

A  land  of  pioneering,  of  effort 
and  struggle  to  build  an  empire 
quickly.  Progress  is  on  every  hand, 
the  struggle  being  between  the  black 
and  white  races  to  find  peace  and 
progress  together,  yet  separately. 

A  land  where  a  handful  of  people 
are  struggling  to  live  the  Gospel: a 
people  of  high  keen  intellect,  pure 
hearts  and  brave  souls  whose  whole 
desire  is  to  live  so  as  to  contribute 
to  the  world  something  good  and 
fine;  a  people  who  are  seeking 
truth  and  light;  a  people  who,  if  you 
ask  them  to  direct  you  to  a  certain 
destination,  will  insist  on  going  with 
you  to  show  you  the  way;  a  people 
who  are  sacrificing  in  order  to  bring 
about  a  fulfillment  of  the  dream  of 
every  Latter-day  Saint  heart — to 
attend  the  Temple  of  the  Lord  and 
there  be  sealed  for  eternity,  as  their 
Drothers  and  sisters  in  other  parts  of 
the  world  are  privleged  to  do. 

A  land  where  Relief  Society  sisters 
are  eager  for  knowledge  and  culture, 
whose  desires  radiate  refinement  and 
whose  personality  and  faith  give 
dignity  to  our  Church  in  South 
Africa;   a   land  where   a  few  saints 


must  be  a  banner  and  example  to  a 
continent  of  fixed  ethics  and  definite 
views. 

Where  M.I.A.'s  struggle  and 
progress  in  their  attempt  to  help 
their  youth;  where  homes  were 
opened  freely  to  saints  all  over  the 
mission  making  possible  M.I.A. 
Conventions  that  they  might  meet 
and  learn  and  sing  praises  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  together. 

This  land  holds  precious  memories 
— memories  of  a  small  group  of 
saints  (a  few  families)  building  a 
chapel,  a  spiritual  home  in  which 
to  worship.  Then  a  sister  branch 
donating  their  organ  to  them  and 
this  little  branch  in  turn  giving  their 
tiny  organ,  to  a  Sunday  School 
group  in  the  north;  of  children 
giving  up  their  Christmas  party  for 
two  years  and  turning  the  cost  over 
to  chapel  funds;  where  Relief  Society 
mothers  did  baby  sitting  to  help 
make  the  quota  (I  always  felt  they 
should  have  advertised  as  profes- 
sional baby  sitters). 

For  all  of  these  things  and  the 
privilege  of  serving  among  such  fine 
people,  I  am  truly  thankful. 

For  the  sweet  association  I  have 
had  with  mothers  and  sisters  I  owe 
thanks  to  my  Father  in  Heaven,  also 
for  the  companionship  of  the  youth 
of  South  Africa  and  being  able  to 
share  with  them  their  heartaches, 
problems,  dreams  and  testimonies. 

During  all  of  this  time,  my  life 
has  been  made  doubly  rich;  through 
my  labours  with  young  men  and 
women  who  are  willing  to  go  the 
2nd  mile  in  the  field  of  service  by 
giving  of  their  time  and  talent  and 
means  to  come  out  here  and  bring 
a  divine  message  to  those  who  will 
listen. 

Mv  prayer  is  one  of  gratitude  and 
thanksgiving  for  having  had  a  part 
to  plav  in  this  great  and  glorious 
(Concluded  on  page  177) 


June,  1960. 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


155 


YOUR  QUESTION  ANSWERED 


QUESTION: 

What  is  (he  Church's  teaching  on 
Spiritualism? 

ANSWER: 

THE  Old  Testament  gives  us  the 
answers  to  this  question  in  no 
uncertain  terms.  We  read : 

"When  thou  art  come  into  the 
land  which  the  Lord  thy  God  givieth 
thee,  thou  shall  not  learn  to  do  after 
the  abominations  of  those  nations. 

"There  shall  not  be  found  among 
you  anyone  that  maketh  his  son  or 
his  daughter  to  pass  through  the  fire 
or  that  useth  divination,  or  an 
observer  of  times,  or  an  enchanter, 
or  a  witch, 

"Or  a  charmer,  or  a  consulter 
with  familiar  spirits,  or  a  wizard,  or 
a  necromancer. 

"For  all  that  do  these  things  are 
an  abomination  unto  the  Lord:  and 
because  of  these  abominations  the 
Lord  thy  God  doth  drive  them  out 
from  before  thee. 

"Thou  shall  be  perfect  with  the 
Lord  thy  God. 

"For  these  nations,  which  thou 
shalt  possess,  hearkened  unto 
observers  of  times,  and  unto  diviners: 
but  as  for  thee,  the  Lord  thy  God 
hath  not  suffered  thee  so  to  do. 

"The  Lord  thy  God  will  raise  up 
unto  thee  a  Prophet  from  the  midst 
of  thee,  of  thy  brethren,  like  unto 
me;  unto  him  ye  shall  hearken.''' 
(Deuteronomy  18:9-15) 

The  following  excerpts  from  the 
writings  of  Joseph  Fielding  Smith 
and  Bruce  R.  McConkie  clarify  this 
scripture  and  should,  I  feel,  satisfy 
our  minds  on  this  subject : 

"One  of  the  forms  of  witchcraft 
is  called  spiritualism.  This  doctrine, 
that  departed  spirits  hold  intercourse 
with  mortals,  is  one  of  Satan's  sub- 
stitutes for  the  true  doctrine  of 
communion  with  angels  and  righte- 
ous spirits  in  paradise.  According  to 
the  practices  of  the  spiritualists, 
supposed  communion  with  the  dead 
is  exhibited  by  physical  phenomena, 
as  by  rapping,  or  during  abnormal 
mental  states,  as  in  trances. 

"It  is  true  that  mediums  do  make 
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contact  with  spirits  during  their 
seances.  In  most  instances,  however, 
these  spirits  are  the  demons  or  devils 
who  were  cast  out  of  heaven  for 
rebellion.  .Such  departed  spirits  as 
become  involved  in  these  spiritual- 
istic orgies  would  obviously  be  the 
spirits  of  wicked  and  depraved 
persons  who  because  of  their  previ- 
ous wickedness  in  mortality  had 
wholly  subjected  themselves  to  the 
dominion  of  Lucifer.  Righteous 
spirits  would  have  nothing  but  con- 
tempt and  nity  for  the  devil-inspired 
attempts  of  mediums  to  make  con- 
tact with  them." 

The  classical  account  of  Saul 
resorting  to  the  witch  of  Endor  in 
a  vain  attempt  to  divine  the  future 
— because  the  Lord  would  no  longer 
answer  his  queries  by  revelation — 
is  no  exception.  (1  Sam.  28)  From 
the  account  in  the  Inspired  Version 
of  the  Bible  it  is  clear  that  the 
witch — who  had  a  familiar  spirit  and 
could  commune  with  evil  spirits — did 
not  bring  up  Samuel;  and  Saul  did 
not  see  the  spirit  of  that  deceased 
prophet.  Samuel  did  not  speak  to 
Saul,  as  the  King  James  Version 
erroneously  says,  but  the  medium 
told  Saul  that  she  saw  Samuel,  and 
then  she  introduced  the  message  by 
saying :  "These  are  the  words  of 
Samuel  unto  Saul."  That  is,  the 
medium  was  following  the  common 
practice  of  all  mediums;  she  was 
in  contact  with  devils  (who  have 
great  knowledge  and  know  some 
future  events),  and  she  reported  their 
message  as  falsely  coming  from 
righteous  Samuel.  (Inspired  Version. 
1  Sam.  28) 

Isaiah's  famous  statement  on  the 
falsity  of  spiritualism  is : 

"And  when  they  shall  say  unto 
you:  Seek  unto  them  that  have 
familiar  spirits,  and  unto  wizards 
that  peep  and  mutter — should  not  a 
people  seek  unto  their  God  for  the 
living  to  hear  from  the  dead?  To  the 
law  and  to  the  testimony;  and  if 
they  speak  not  according  to  this 
word,  it  is  because  there  is  no  light 
in  them."  (2  Ne.  18  :  19-20;  Isa.  8  :  19- 
(Concluded  on  page  157) 
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"A  Message  to  the  Youth  of  Our 
Mission" 

\  boy  came  around  the  corner. 
-£*-  There  was  a  sudden  loud  noise, 
and  the  boy  stopped.  Where  did  the 
noise  come  from — and  why?  The 
boy  looked  around.  Back  of  the 
building  some  men  were  laying 
cement.  A  little  gasoline  engine  was 
turning  the  mixer,  and  making  the 
big  racket.  "It  must  be  about  one- 
half  horse  power,"  thought  the  boy. 
thinking  of  his  physics  lessons  in 
school. 

Just  then  he  glanced  through  the 
windows  of  the  brick  building.  There 
was  a  whirling  dynamo  that  made 
electricity  for  the  whole  town.  There 
was  the  long,  wide  leather  belt 
carrying  the  power  from  the  flywheel 
to  the  dynamo.  That  flywheel  was 
taller  than  a  man,  but  how  quietly 
it  turned !  Gliding  back  and  forth  so 
steadily,  so  powerfully,  and  yet  so 
silently  was  the  piston  rod  that 
drove  the  dynamo.  It  was  a  big 
steam  engine,  doing  a  big  work.  The 
little  gasoline  engine  outside  made 
a  big  noise,  but  performed  a  small 
task. 

Something  new  came  to  the  boy's 
mind.  "What  about  people?"  he 
thought.  After  that  he  observed  that 
really    big    people    worked    quietly. 

Others,  who  did  very  little,  made 


big  noise.  And  he  thought  of  him- 
self, and  he  looked  up  into  the  sky, 
and  said  quietly,  "I  will  be  big — big 
enough  to  do  big  things  in  a  quiet 
way ! " 

Could' st  thou  in  vision  see 
Thyself,  the  man  God  meant. 
Thou  never  then  would  be 
The    man    thou    art    content. 

Author   unknown 


QUESTION— Concluded 

20;  Inspired  Version,  Isa.  8:19-20) 

Thus,  no  matter  how  sincerely 
mediums  may  be  deceived  into  think- 
ing they  are  following  a  divinely 
approved  pattern,  they  are  in  fact 
turning  unto  devils  "for  the  living 
to  hear  from  the  dead."  Those  who 
are  truly  spiritually  inclined  know 
this  by  personal  revelation  from  the 
true  Spirit;  further,  the  information 
revealed  from  devils  through 
mediums  is  not  according  to  "the 
law  and  to  the  testimony."  Accord- 
ingly, though  some  true  facts  may  be 


found  in  it,  yet  its  acceptance  and 
use  has  the  effect  of  leading  souls 
into  the  clutches  of  those  evil  powers 
which  give  the  data. 

Spiritualism  is  among  the  vilest  of 
abominable  and  inquitous  practices. 
(Deut.  18:9-14)  It  is  the  worship  of 
devils  rather  than  of  God.  In  ancient 
Israel  death  was  the  penalty  for  such 
practices. 

"/I  man  also  or  woman  that  hath 
a  familiar  spirit,  or  that  is  a  wizard, 
shall  surely  he  put  to  death."  (Lev. 
20:27;  Ex.  22:18) 
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Missionary 
Work 

by  LeGrand  Richards 

of    the    Council    of    the    Twelve 


I  have  just  had  the  privilege,  with 
my  wife,  by  appointment  of 
President  McKay,  of  touring  five  of 
the  missions  of  Europe — the  Danish, 
the  Swedish,  the  Norwegian,  the 
Finnish,  and  the  Netherlands  Mis- 
sions— and  Sister  Richards  and  I 
appreciate  that  opportunity  very, 
very  much.  I  love  missionary  work. 
I  love  the  spirit  of  missionary  work. 
I  know  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  in 
the   missionary   work. 

When  Jesus  was  resurrected  and 
sent  his  disciples  into  the  world  to 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature, 
he  said,  "And,  lo,  I  am  with  you 
alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world,"  (Matthew  28:20),  indicating 
that  when  his  kingdom  should  be 
set  up  in  the  latter  days  that  he 
would  be  with  his  servants  until  the 
end  of  the  world.  And  I  know  that 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  in  this  great 
missionary  movement. 

It  was  our  privilege  to  visit  and 
hear  the  testimonies  of  over  five 
hundred  missionaries,  and  each  one 
I  interviewed  personally;  and  if  you 
parents  could  have  heard  the  test- 
imonies of  those  missionaries,  you 
would  have  been  proud,  and  you 
would  have  felt  compensated  for  the 
sacrifices  you  are  making  to  keep 
them  in  the  mission  field.  Many  of 
them  bore 'testimony  of  their  grati- 
tude to  their  parents  for  the  privilege 
of  being  in  the  mission  field.  Some 
told  of  the  financial  struggles  their 
parents  had  had.  One  boy  said  that 
his  father  was  out  of  work  when  he 
was  called  to  go,  but  he  would  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  that  son  of  his 
being     an     ambassador     of    eternal 


truth,  and  many  of  them  testified 
that  their  parents  had  prospered 
financially  as  never  before  while 
their  sons  were  in  the  mission  field. 

Another  thing  that  thrilled  me  in 
their  testimonies:  Many  of  them 
testified  that  their  parents  and  the 
members  of  their  families  had  be- 
come more  interested  and  active  in 
the  Church  while  their  sons  were  in 
the  mission  field,  so  that  this  great 
missionary  program  in  a  way  is  like 
a  two-edged  sword.  It  does  a  marve- 
lous work  in  the  mission  field,  and 
it  does  a  marvelous  work  here  at 
home. 

One  missionary  whom  I  inter- 
viewed in  Denmark  said,  "1  almost 
worship  President  Peterson,  my 
mission  president.  It  was  he  who 
brought  the  gospel  to  my  father  in 
this  land,  and  there  are  now  fifty- 
seven  of  us  in  the  Church  by  virtue 
of  that  conversion." 

Another  young  man  who  was  a 
counselor  in  the  mission  presidency 
in  that  mission  was  the  seventh  son 
of  a  convert  from  that  mission  to 
go  back  into  the  mission  field — a 
wonderful  young  man — and  he  said, 
"Brother  Richards,  couldn't  I  stay 
another  six  months?"  I  said.  "No. 
you  had  better  go  home.  You  have 
your  military  work  to  get  back  of 
you  and  your  schooling,  and  then 
you  ought  to  get  married,  and  then 
you  can  raise  your  boys  as  your 
father  did  and  send  them  back  on 
missions,  and  they  will  do  the  rest 
of  your  missionary  work  for  you." 

It  was  a  wonderful  thing  to  be 
with  those  missionaries  and  feel 
their  spirit,  and   I   thank   the    Lord 
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for  the  experiences  that  have  been 
mine.  Tney  say  tne  prooi  01  the 
pudding  is  in  tne  eating  01  it,  and 
1  have  had  the  privilege  of  filling 
lour  missions  and  presiding  over 
two,  and  touring  many  or.  tne  mis- 
sions, and  i  wouid  not  want  to  raise 
a  ooy  in  tnis  day  and  generation 
and  not  have  him  go  on  a  mission 
tor  his  good  and,  oecause  1  think 
we  owe  so  much  to  the  world,  to 
snare  witn  tdem  the  wonderful 
truths  of  tne  gospel. 

it  you  parents  could  have  seen 
the  giow  in  their  faces  when  the 
missionaries  would  bring  their  in- 
vestigators up  to  shake  our  hands, 
you  would  not  figure  that  there  was 
anything  in  this  world  that  could 
compensate  and  take  the  place  of 
the  experiences  that  were  theirs. 

The  missionaries  fast  for  their 
investigators.  Two  of  the  mission- 
aries fasted  all  day  that  their  investi- 
gator would  not  disappoint  them 
when  they  had  a  baptismal  service 
arranged  for  her  that  night  up  in 
Trondheim,  in  the  northern  part  of 
Norway.  We  went  out  to  the  bank 
of  a  fjord  after  ten  o'clock  at  night, 
the  sun  still  shining,  and  what  a 
marvelous  sight  to  see  the  mission- 
aries and  the  sister  dressed  in  white! 
The  missionary  led  her  out  of  the 
waters  of  baptism,  and  when  she 
came  back,  my  wife  said,  through 
the  interpreter,  "Was  it  cold?"  She 
said,  "It's  deilig."  That  means,  it's 
beautiful.  I  do  not  know  whether 
any  of  you  Scandinavians  will  recog- 
nize that  or  not,  but  that  was  her 
way  of  saying  it  was  wonderful. 

It  was  wonderful.  It  was  a  wonder- 
ful thing  to  witness  that  baptism.  We 
stood  there  watching  it,  and  many  of 
the  tourists  or  the  vacationers  were 
watching  it  and  a  little  sailboat  that 
sailed  up  the  fjord  because  this  was 
out  in  the  open.  We  have  no  bap- 
tismal fonts  there  yet.  However,  they 
are  building  a  beautiful  new  chapel 
and  had  the  foundation  in  when  we 
were  there.  As  I  looked  and  watched 
that  beautiful  sight,  I  thought  of  the 
account  in  the  Bible  where  John 
'ed  the  Redeemer  of  the  world  down 
into  the  waters  of  baptism.  He  did 
not  take  a  little  water  and  sprinkle 


upon  the  head  of  the  Saviour.  He  led 
him  down  into  the  water,  and  we 
read  that  when  he  was  baptized  they 
came  up  out  of  the  water,  and  1 
wondereu  now  Christians  could  satis- 
fy themselves  having  a  little  water 
spnnKled  upon  men  neaus  instead 
or  really  oeing  oapuzed  as  the 
Redeemer  of  the  worlu  was  baptized, 
especially  wnen  they  read  so  many 
predictiuns  of  tne  prophets  and 
apostles  that  the  day  would  come 
wnen  men  would  "transgress  the 
laws  and  change  tne  ordinances." 

I  visited  with  quite  a  number  of 
people  who  had  been  to  the  temple. 
They  had  just  had  a  tour  from  each 
of  those  Scandinavian  missions  and 
from  up  in  Finland  to  the  temple. 
About  one  hundred  went  in  each 
group.  And  I  want  to  pay  tribute 
here  to  you  members  of  these 
foreign-speaking  groups.  I  have 
something  to  do  with  your  work.  But 
you  have  sent  money  to  these  mis- 
sion presidents  to  help  some  of  these 
underprivileged  members  to  go  to 
the  temple.  You  should  see  the  joy 
that  it  brings  into  their  lives!  Those 
temples  have  literally  changed  the 
attitude  of  the  Saints  in  many 
respects. 

I  was  visiting  with  one  young  man 
and  his  wife  who  had  throe  children. 
They  had  just  returned  from  the 
temple  in  Switzerland,  and  she  said 
this:  "Brother  Richards,  we  have 
been  members  of  the  Church  for 
only  six  years,  and  we  figure  we  are 
only  six  years  old.  We  did  not  know 
how  to  live,  and  what  to  live  for, 
until  we  found  the  Church." 

When  you  stop  to  think  in.  those 
lands,  according  to  reports,  there  are 
only  about  five  percent  (I  think  it 
was  three,  but  to  be  safe  I  will  say 
five  percent)  cf  the  people  of  those 
lands  who  attend  church  at  all  cf 
any  kind,  and  when  vou  know  how 
little  there  can  be  in  their  lives  really 
to  live  for.  Sometimes  I  thought  as 
we  went  through  those  missions  that 
about  all  they  live  for  was  their 
vacation,  because  they  are  great 
people  to  have  a  vacation  every 
summer.  I  will  not  take  time  to  go 
in'o  detail  about  that.  But  they  diVI 
not  seem  to  be  looking  to  eternal  life 
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or  eternal  exaltation  or  eternal  com- 
panionship with  those  whom  they 
love.  They  did  not  know  anything 
about  things  like  that.  The  news- 
papers even  write  articles  discussing 
the  tact  that  there  is  no  God. 

1  was  told  that  many  of  the 
ministers  openly  admit  to  their  mem- 
bers that  they  do  not  know  whether 
there  is  a  God  or  not.  So,  you  see, 
they  need  the  missionaries.  They 
need  this  wonderful  message  that  we 
have. 

I  thank  the  Lord  that  temples  are 
reaching  out  to  our  people  in  these 
far-off  lands. 

In  1906  I  heard  President  Joseph 
F.  Smith  make  this  statement  in. 
Rotterdam,  Holland:  "They  day  will 
come  when  temples  of  the  Lord  will 
dot  this  whole  land  of  Europe,"  and 
I  have  lived  long  enough  to  see  two 
of  them  there,  and  I  tell  you  it  is 
changing  the  feeling  of  our  people 
toward  the  Church  to  know  that 
these  glorious  blessings  are  coming 
within  their  reach. 

As  we  went  to  leave  the  London 
Temple  to  come  home,  one  good 
brother,  who  must  have  been,  in  his 
sixties,  said,  "Brother  Richards,  why 
couldn't  I  have  known  this  thirty 
years  ago?  Why  couldn't  I  have  had 
the  joy  all  these  years  of  helping  to 
build  the  kingdom?" 

That  is  the  spirit  of  this  work. 
There  is  not  much  time  left,  but  I 
would  just  like  to  reminisce  a 
moment.  When  I  went  on  my  first 
mission  as  a  young  man  of  nine- 
teen,, we  were  instructed  by  President 
Anthon  H.  Lund  before  we  left  for 
our  missions.  Among  other  things  he 
said,  "Brethren,  the  people  will  love 
you.  Now  don't  get  lifted  up  in  the 
pride  of  your  hearts  and  think  that 
they  love  you  because  you  are  better 
than  other  people.  They  will  love 
you  because  of  your  calling  and  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  that  you  take 
with  you  and  the  priesthood  that 
you  hear." 

I  didn't  understand  too  much  what 
that  meant  as  a  boy,  but  after  I 
filled  my  first  mission  there  in 
Holland,  I  wept  more  tears  a 
hundred  times  over  as  I  took  the 
train  from  Amsterdam  to  Rotterdam 
than  I  shed  when  I  said  farewell  to 
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my  loved   ones  to  go   to   that  land. 

1  went  into  one  home  where  1  had 
the  privilege  ol  bringing  the  gospel, 
and  the  little  woman,  a  mother  ol 
about  eignt  children,  looked  up  into 
my  eyes,  and  the  tears  rolled  down 
her  cheeks,  clear  down  the  front  of 
ner  dress,  and  she  said,  'brother 
Kichards,  it  was  hard  to  see  my 
daughter  leave  for  Zion  a  lew  weeks 
ago,  but  it  is  a  lot  harder  to  see 
you  go,"  and  then  1  knew  whai 
brother  Lunu  meant  when  he  saiu, 
"Iney  will  love  you.  'ihey  will  love 
you  because  oi  the  message  that  you 
bring  to  them." 

then  1  went  to  say  good-bye  to  a 
man  who  was  in  the  government 
service.  He  stood  erect  in  uniform. 
He  was  old  enough  to  be  my  father. 
He  got  down  on  nis  knees,  took  my 
hand  in  his,  and  hugged  it  and  kissed 
it  and  bathed  it  with  his  tears,  and 
then  I  understood  what  Brother 
Lund  meant  when  he  said,  "They 
will  love  you." 

1  tell  you,  brothers  and  sisters,  we 
should  be  grateful  tor  this  great 
missionary  system  that  is  bringing  so 
much  joy,  happiness  and  peace  into 
the  lives  of  our  people.  That  little 
family  who  did  not  know  how  to 
live  until  they  had  found  the  Church, 
and  then  just  think  of  the  revelation 
to  them  of  the  marvelous  truths  of 
the  gospel,  eternal  duration  of  the 
marriage  covenant — they  will  have 
their  children  in  the  eternal  world — 
and  that  they  can  be  exalted  in  the 
presence  of  God,  the  Eternal  Father, 
and  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ!  Compare 
that  to  what  they  have  in  a  nation 
where  the  people  have  almost 
deserted  their  faith  in  God. 

I  pray  God  to  bless  us  all  and 
help  us  to  be  worthy  of  our  heritage 
and  to  give  freely,  and  I  do  want  to 
commend  others  who  have  sent 
money  into  those  missions  to  help 
the  local  people  to  fill  missions,  for 
they  are  doing  a  great  work.  And  if 
any  of  the  rest  of  you  are  financially 
able  and  would  like  to  lay  up  a  few 
more  treasures  in  heaven.  I  invite 
you  to  do  the  same. 

I  leave  you  my  blessings  and  pray 
God  to   be  with  you  all,  and   bear 
witness  of  his  truth  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 
ERN  MESSENGER  June,  1960. 


The 

Printed 
Companions 
We 
Choose 

by    President    David    O.    McKay 

npHERE  are  great  books  and 
-"-  good  periodicals  and  poor 
books  and  bad  periodicals  just  as 
there  are  good  companions  and  bad 
companions.  Our  characters  are 
formed  largely  by  the  company  we 
choose.  We  "catch"  virtues  and 
vices  as  well  as  diseases  from  our 
associates.  Noble  companions  in- 
spire nobility,  but  evil  associates 
lead  to  moral  failure. 

As  with  companions,  so  with 
books !  We  may  choose  those  which 
will  make  us  better,  more  intelligent, 
more  appreciative  of  the  good  and 
beautiful  in  the  world,  or  we  may 
choose  the  trashy,  the  vulgar,  the 
obscene,  which  will  make  us  feel  as 
though  we've  been  "wallowing  in 
the  mire." 

The  value  of  good  reading  con- 
sists first,  in  selecting  good  books, 
and,  second,  in  seeing  clearly  what 
is  therein  written.  Reading  affords 
the  opportunity  to  everyone — the 
poor,  the  rich,  the  humble,  the  great 
—  to  spend  as  many  hours  as  he 
wishes  in  the  company  of  the 
noblest  men  and  women  that  the 
world  has  ever  known.  No  matter 
how  bashful,  how  reserved,  or  how 
poorlv  dressed  the  reader  may  be. 
he  will  feel  right  "at  home"  in  the 
presence  of  these  greatest  leaders 
and   thinkers   of  all   time! 

In  June  1921,  during  the  world- 
wide mission  tour  that  the  late 
Elder  Hugh  J.  Cannon  and  I  made 
together,  we  were  required  by  law 
to  stay  in  quarantine,  for  several 
days,  on  Makahaa  Island,  in  the 
South  Seas.  I  recall  writing  in  my 


diary  these  words:  "Men  sometimes 
get  stranded,  but  the  current  of  life 
flows  on  without  them !  " 

While  there  one  day  I  read  to 
four  of  the  elders  who  were  sharing 
my  shady  nook,  under  a  large 
scraggy,  gnarled  fotulona  tree, 
poems  from  A  Heap  o'  Liviri  by 
Edgar  A.  Guest,  and  half  of 
Shakespeare's  play,  As  You  Like  It. 
One  of  these  young  elders  "never 
liked  Shakespeare,"  so  after  I  had 
read  one  or  two  scenes.  I  stopped 
and  inquired,  "Are  you  getting 
tired?" 

"No,  go  on,"  the  missionaries 
answered. 

When  it  was  mealtime,  the  spokes- 
man said : 

"Please  finish  it  tomorrow. 
Brother  McKay,  will  you?" 

"I  think  I  heard  one  of  you  say," 
I  replied,  "that  he  did  not  like 
Shakespeare." 

"Well,  that's  the  first  time  I  ever 
liked    him,"   the   young    elder   said. 

That  is  just  another  example 
proving  that  interest  can  always  be 
awakened  by  producing  mental 
pictures  of  personality  and  action. 

The  following  afternoon  I  read 
Hamlet  to  the  elders. 

Good  reading  implies  thinking. 
Sentences  may  be  seen  and  even 
pronounced  without  calling  up  a 
single  idea;  indeed,  the  person's 
mind  may  be  on  something  else 
entirely;  for  example,  students 
sometimes  pretend  to  study  their 
lessons  by  looking  with  their  eyes 
at  the  assigned  page,  while  their 
thoughts  wander.  When  the  reader's 
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mind  thus  wanders,  though  every 
word  in  the  paragraph  be  seen,  the 
paragraph  has  not  been  read.  Good 
reading  is  thinking.  It  is  getting  the 
meaning  of  the  printed  page.  Good 
reading  is  to  the  intellect  what  good 
food  is  to  the  body.  Thoughts  as 
food  should   be  properly  digested. 

Our  homes  are  being  challenged 
today  in  nearly  every  field  of  human 
activity.  The  forces  of  evil  are  in- 
tent upon  destroying  the  faith  and 
preventing  the  Church  activity  of 
not  only  the  youth,  but  of  parents 
as  well. 

Reading  material  should  be 
chosen  wisely.  As  a  man  may  be 
judged  by  the  company  he  keeps, 
so  his  leanings  for  the  highest  and 
best  or  the  low  and  the  vulgar  in 
life  are  indicated  by  what  he  reads. 
"Evil  communications  corrupt  good 
manners,"  and  vile  literature  de- 
bases the  soul. 

One  of  the  avenues  of  destruction, 
and  one  that  is  most  effective,  is 
improper  and  harmful  reading 
matter  with  alluring  but  sinful  and 
highly  objectionable  pictures.  Today 
the  newsstands  are  flooded  with 
magazines  that  never  should  enter 
a  Latter-day  Saint  home — or  any 
home,  or  any  mind,  or  any  heart. 

But  in  the  Church  we  are  fortu- 
nate to  have  fine  periodicals  that 
present  and  point  up  that  which  is 
good  in  life.  Surely  every  Latter-day 
Saint  home  should  have  all  these 
periodicals,  and  use  them  as  a  com- 
pass and  a  guide  in  daily  life. 

Many  of  us,  when  we  think  of 
studying,  immediately  form  a  men- 
tal picture  of  young  Abraham 
Lincoln.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
how.  undoubtedly,  his  early  reading 
affec'ed  his  future  life  and  charac- 
ter. Of  course,  we  know  from  his 
own  words  that  the  memory  of  his 


angel  mother  influenced  him  pro- 
foundly. She  died  when  he  was  but 
nine  years  old,  yet  in  after  years 
he  said :  "All  that  I  am  or  hope  to 
be  I  owe  to  my  angel  mother." 

It  is  true  that  our  mothers  "make 
us  most;"  but  good  companions 
and  good  reading  are  wonderful 
supplemental  helps.  So  I  think  it 
was  with  President  Lincoln.  Early 
in  his  life  he  chose  good  reading. 
Chief  among  his  favourite  books 
were  the  Bible,  Bunyan's  Pilgrim's 
Progress,  Aesop's  Fables,  and 
Shakespeare's  plays. 

From  another  of  his  first  books — 
The  Life  of  Washington  by  Weems 
— the  lanky  lad,  lying  outstreched  in 
the  flickering  light  of  a  crude  fire- 
place, would  read  and  treasure  such 
sayings  as  these : 

"Our  private  deeds  if  noble  are 
the  noblest  of  our  lives." 

"My  son,"  his  father  is  reputed 
to  have  said,  "I  would  ride  fifty 
miles  to  see  the  boy  whose  heart  is 
honest  and  his  life  so  pure  that  we 
may  depend  upon  every  word  he 
says." 

Much  of  the  greatness  of  George 
Washington  was  instilled  in  the 
character  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in 
hours    thus    spent. 

Reading  is  so  much  a  part  of 
modern  life,  and  its  effect  so  far- 
reaching,  that  anything  we  do  to 
encourage  and  develop  proper  read- 
ing habits  is  bound  to  be  helpful 
to  the  people  and  to  the  Church. 

Never  neglect  the  opportunity  to 
read  aloud  from  the  scriptures, 
from  other  Church  books  and 
periodicals,  or  from  the  classics  of 
world  literature  as  you  meet  in  your 
precious  family  hours  in  your 
homes.  It  will  pay  big  dividends  in 
togetherness  and  in  eternal  haoiness. 

(The    Improvement    Era,    Vol.    63,    No.    3) 


A  group  of  elders  once  set  forth  three  leading  principles,  the  adopting 
of  which  seemed  essential  to  the  proper  advancement  of  the  work  of  the 
Lord.  These  were  responsibility,  unity,  and  activity.  All  three  of  these 
virtues  are  applicable  alike  to  missionaries  and  the  Church  membership 
generally. 

— President  David  O.  McKay. 
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MOM!  SON!  DAD! 

"FOR  THE  WHOLE  FAMILY" 

THE  CHURCH   PUBLICATIONS 

The  IMPROVEMENT  ERA  £1/6/- 

The  INSTRUCTOR  18/- 

The  RELIEF  SOCIETY  MAGAZINE  15/- 

The  CHILDREN'S  FRIEND 18/- 

CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 7/- 

(Prices  effective  as  from  July  1,  1960) 

SUBSCRIBE  NOW! 

A  new  price  list  is  now  available  at  the  Mission 
Bookstore.  Send  for  yours  today. 


Character   is   the   aim    of   true   education;   and  science,   history,   and 

literature  are   but  means  used  to  accomplish   the  desired  end.   Character 

is  not  the  result  of  chance  work  hut  of  continuous  right  thinking  and  right 

acting. 

— President  David  O.  McKay. 
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rpiIERE  still  seems  to  be  some 
-*-  branch  secretaries  who  do  not 
understand  what  is  to  be  reported  in 
Column  17. 

The  printers  omitted  putting  X's 
on  the  weekly  lines  under  Column 
17  of  Form  1.  since  the  figure  desired 
here  is  one  that  cannot  be  obtained 
until  the  end  of  the  month.  Evidently 
the  wording  of  the  instructions  were 
not  quite  definite. 

What  is  wanted  in  Column  17  is 
the  number  of  members  of  a  class 
who  have  been  absent  every  Sunday 
during  the  month  without  sending 
in  an  excuse  or  having  been  con- 
tacted. As  an  example,  if  you  have 
a  John  Smith  in  one  of  the  classes 
who  is  absent  every  single  Sunday 
during  a  month  and  has  not  sent  in 
an  excuse  nor  has  anyone  found  out 
why  he  was  absent  or  invited  him 
to  attend,  and  if  he  happens  to  be 
the  only  student  of  that  class  who 
has  been,  absent  every  Sunday,  the 
figure  at  the  end  of  the  month  in 
Column  17  would  be  1.  It  will  be 
necessary  for  the  class  teacher,  class 
secretary,  or  branch  secretary  to  get 
the  figures  to  place  in  Column  17 
directly  from  the  roll  book  at  the 
end  of  the  month. 

From  the  above  you  will  see  that 
each  class  reports  the  number  of 
members  who  have  been  absent 
every  Sunday  during  the  month  with- 
out an  excuse  or  contact,  not  the 
number  of  Sundays. 

The  total  of  such  members  of  all 
the  classes  is  given  as  the  total  in 
Column  17  on  the  branch  monthly 
report.  Form  3. 

This  report  is  very  important, 
from  it  Sunday  School  administra- 
tors will  be  able  to  see  just  how 
many  or  how  few  branch  members 
are  being  entirely  neglected,  and  we 
hope  will  take  steps  to  see  that 
every  member  is  accounted  for  every 
month. 


s 
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During  the  next  month  (July) 
we  will  hold  a  mission-wide 
INSTRUCTOR  drive.  Every  branch 
should  have  an  INSTRUCTOR 
Director  chosen  to  conduct  this 
drive.  All  members  of  the  Sunday 
School  faculty  will  assist  the  Direc- 
tor. We  have  set  our  goal  this  year 
at  100%  of  all  Officers  and  Teachers 
in  the  Sunday  School.  If  other  orga- 
nizations would  like  to  have  their 
officers  and  teachers  subscribe,  they 
are  most  welcome  as  the 
INSTRUCTOR  is  a  "teacher's 
magazine." 

Many  members  of  the  Church  say 
that  they  cannot  afford  to  subscribe 
to  the  Church  magazines.  Yet  all  of 
us  sustain.  President  David  O. 
McKay  as  a  prophet  of  God.  We 
all  believe  that  he  receives  revela- 
tions and  inspiration  from  the  Lord 
for  the  good  and  benefit  of  the 
Church  and  its  people,  yet  many— 
too  many — do  not  bother  to  read  his 
words  as  published  in  the  magazines 
of  the  Church. 

The  inspired  messages  found  in  the 
editorials  of  President  McKay  which 
appear  every  month  in  the 
INSTRUCTOR  are  worth  the  price 
of  the  magazine  itself.  But  this  is 
not  all  by  any  means.  Every  depart- 
ment has  something  every  month 
that  is  of  value  to  it  and  an  aid  to 
the  teaching  of  the  course.  There  is 
a  wealth  of  material  contained  each 
month  in  the  INSTRUCTOR  for 
the  library  —  beautiful  full-colour 
covers  and  centre  spreads,  reference 
material  for  classes,  hints  on  library 
methods,  suggestions  for  visual  aids, 
and  many  other  valuable  aids.  Every 
Sunday  School  library  should  have 
at   least   two   subscriptions. 

NOW  is  the  time  to  prepare  for 
the  INSTRUCTOR  drive.  A  colour- 
ful poster  will  greatly  aid  the  publi- 
city and  should  help  to  create  an 
(Concluded  on  page  177) 
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"gEEK  ye  out  of  the  best  books 
words  of  wisdom;  see  learning, 
even  by  study  .  .  ."  (D.  &  C. 
88:118). 

The  Improvement  Era  was  born, 
a  vigorous  youngster,  63  years  ago 
as  the  new  official  organ  of  the 
YMMIA.  It  was  the  inspired  "child" 
of  Joseph  F.  Smith,  President  of  the 
Church  and  other  of  his  associates. 
President  Smith  was  the  first  editor 
along  with  a  great  scholar  and 
writer,  B.  H.  Roberts.  Heber  J. 
Grant,  who  was  destined  to  be  the 
next  President  of  the  Church,  was 
the  first  Business  Manager. 

In  November  1897  the  first  issue 
was  printed  and  in  1929  it  was 
merged  with  the  Young  Women's 
Journal  to  become  the  publication 
of  the  entire  MIA.  Later  the  ERA 
was  also  declared  to  be  the  official 
organ  of  the  Melchizedek  Priest- 
hood of  the  Church,  of  the  Church 
Department  of  Education,  the 
Genealogical  Society,  and  the 
Music  Committee  of  the  Church. 

Through  an  intensive  study  of  the 
magazine  field,  the  ERA  became  in 
1929  a  larger  and  more  modern  type 
of  magazine.  Since  that  time  The 
Improvement  Era  has  made  steady 
growth  and  was  regularly  referred 
to  by  President  Heber  J.  Grant  as 
"the  best  missionary  in  the 
Church." 

Again  in  1957  it  was  completely 
modernized  and  made  the  attractive 
and  very  effective  magazine  it  is 
today.  It  now  goes  to  every  civilized 
country  and  is  respected  by  maga- 
zine publishers  as  One  of  the  lead- 
ing publications  in  its  field. 

The  ERA  has  always  stood  for 
that  which  was  fine,  clean  and  up- 
lifting and  has  waged  a  continuous 
war  against  the  flood  of  trashy, 
vicious,  filthy  magazines  and  papers 


that  have  a  tendency  to  find  their 
way  into  the  hands  of  young  people 
and  into  our  homes. 

Today,  as  much  as  ever  before  in 
history,  we  need  the  companionship 
of  good  stories,  the  guidance  and 
advice  of  fine  men  and  women  who 
write  with  great  wisdom  about  the 
problems  faced  by  youth;  the  beauty 
of  fine  poetry,  the  uplift  of  writings 
about  the  Saviour  and  his  teachings 
of  eternal  truth,  the  sparkle  of  good 
clean  humour,  and  certainly  the  in- 
spiration and  direction  which  comes 
from  the  prophet  of  God  on  earth 
today,  President  David  O.  McKay, 
senior  editor  of  The  Improvement 
Era. 

"I  don't  know  how  you  can  do 
better  than  to  introduce  to  our 
young  people,  as  well  as  the  older 
ones,  The  Improvement  Era.  It  is 
a  great  missionary.  It  is  a  great  in- 
fluence for  good  .  .  .  but,  brothers 
and  sisters,  this  magazine  needs  to 
be  read,  and  you  must  convert 
people  to  reading  this  good  litera- 
ture."— Mark  E.  Peterson. 

"Books  as  companions  should  be 
chosen  wisely.  As  a  man  may  be 
judged  by  the  company  he  keeps, 
so  his  leanings  for  the  highest  and 
best  or  the  low  and  vulgar  in  life 
are  indicated  by  the  kind  of  books 
he  reads.  'Evil  communications  cor- 
rupt good  manners,'  and  vile  litera- 
ture debases  the  soul. 

"Today  the  newsstands  are  flooded 
with  magazines  that  should  never 
enter  a  Latter-day  home. 

"I  endorse  most  heartily  The  Im- 
provement Era  campaign  to  have 
our  members,  both  young  and  old. 
choose  good  companions  in  persons 
and  books,  'Read  Truth — Not 
TrashV'-President  David  O.  McKav. 
— M.v.d.L. 
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T^EAR  Fellow-workers, 
■*-'    You  and  I  are  highly  favoured 
by  the  commission  we  have  received 
to   labour  with  the   choicest  group 
of   the   Church— the   children. 

With  this  confidence  and  honour 
comes,  of  course,  a  great  responsi- 
bility, a  responsibility  which  we  as 
Primary  workers  must  do  our  best 
to  discharge  in  a  way  that  will  in- 
fluence the  children  for  good,  and 
that  will  gain  the  approval  of  our 
Heavenly  Father. 

We  must  live  exemplary  lives  in 
the  first  instance  if  we  want  to 
affect  the  lives  of  the  children  for 
good  and  if  we  want  to  maintain  a 
lovely  teacher-children   relationship. 

Leadership  can  only  be  developed 
through  constant  study,  through 
effort  and  experience.  Fill  your 
minds  with  gospel  truths  by  study- 
ing the  scriptures,  they  will  streng- 
then you  and  bring  you  peace  of 
mind  when  you  feel  discouraged.     . 

Attend  the  Sacrament  meetings 
and  there  get  the  spirit  of  the 
Sacrament  prayer.  Pray  with  all  the 
fervour  of  your  soul;  learn  to  com- 
mune with  our  Heavenly  Father 
and  receive  His  answers.  By  doing 
this  you  will  involuntarily  radiate 
the  spirit  of  the  glorious  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  the  lives  of  the 
children  you  teach. 

Our  children  will  be  no  better 
than  the  kind  of  food  we  give  them. 

I  wish  we  could  put  reading 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  children 
which  teaches  them  the  Gospel.  I 
wish  every  child  in  the  Church  from 
the  time  he  can  read  until  he  is  12 


years  of  age  would  read  The 
Children's  friend;  for  it  is  the  voice 
of  the  Church  to  the  children.  They 
need  it  to  balance  off  what  they 
read  in  other  worldly  publications. 
The  Children's  Friend  should  be 
called  to  the  attention  of  all  Pri- 
mary teachers.  As  was  announced 
at  the  Primary  session  of  the  Con- 
vention the  subscription  is  now  18 
shillings  per  year. 

I  close  with  merely  one  thought 
for  you  to  put  all  of  this  together 
and  think  over. 

The  late  President  Charles  A. 
Callis  came  into  one  of  his  district 
president's  home  one  night  and 
found  him  in  great  dismay.  He 
raised  honey  that  he  gathered  from 
several  stands  of  bees.  He  said, 
"Brother  Callis,  I  am  ruined.  I  want 
you  to  taste  this  honey.  It  is  bitter. 
If  I  put  this  out  I  will  lose  my 
trade." 

Brother  Callis  said,  "What  have 
your  bees  been  feeding  on?" 

"Well,  I  don't  know,"  came  the 
reply. 

Brother  Callis  suggested  that  they 
go  before  daylight  the  next  morning, 
when  the  bees  take  off  rfom  the 
hives,  and  watch  the  direction  they 
go  and  follow  them  to  find  out 
what  they  feed  on. 

So  the  next  morning  they  watched 
the  bees  start  off  and  got  in  their 
car  and  followed  as  fast  as  they 
could  until  they  came  to  an  old 
bottling  plant.  Out  behind  there 
were  barrels  of  rotting,  filthy,  fer- 
menting syrups  of  various  kinds. 
The  bees  were  lighting  right  on  the 
barrels.  They  would  get  their  tanks 
filled  up  and  bit  by  bit  were  carry- 
ing it  back  to  the  hives. 

"Well,"  Brother  Callis  said,  "I 
suppose  you  have  discovered  what 
is  the  matter  with  your  honey? 
Your  honey  will  be  no  better  than 
what  you  bees  feed  on." 

What  are  we  feeding  our  children 
onl 

— Johanna  Fourie, 
Mission  Primary  Supervisor 


Whatever  parent  gives  his  children  good  instruction,  and  sets  them 
at  the  same  time  a  bad  example,  brings  them  food  in  one  hand  and  poison 
in  the  other. 

— Balguy. 
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Thoughts  for  your  inspirational  talk 

"What  Is  Truth" 

(taken     from     The     Improvement     Era) 

MIA  Theme 

If  ye  continue  in  my  word,  then  are  ye  my  disciples  indeed ; 
And  ye  shall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free. 

John  8:31-32. 


General,   abstract   truth   is   the  most  precious   of  all   blessings  ; 
without  it  man  is  blind ;  it  is  the  eye  of  reason. 

— Rousseau. 


Truth  is  a  jewel  which  should  not  be  painted  over ;  but  it  may 
be  set  to  advantage  and  shown  in  a  good  light. 

— George  Santa yana. 


Receiving  a  new  truth  is  adding  a  new  sense. 

— Liebig. 


Truth  is  inclusive  of  all  virtues,  is  older  than  sects  or  schools, 
and,  like  charity,  more  ancient  than  mankind. 

— Amos  Bronson  Alcott. 


There  is  no  progress  in  fundamental  truth.  We  may  grow  in 
knowledge  of  its  meaning,  and  in  the  modes  of  its  application,  but 
its  great  principles  will  forever  be  the  same. 

— W.  Radcliffe. 


In  the  discovery  of  truth,  in  the  development  of  man's  mental 
powers  and  privileges,  each  generation  has  its  assigned  part ;  and  it  is 
for  us  to  endeavour  to  perform  our  portion  of  our  species. 

— Whewell. 


To  seek  the  truth,  for  the  sake  of  knowing  the  truth,  is  one  of 
the  noblest  objects  a  man  can  live  for. 

— Dean  Inge. 


When  a  man  has  no  design  but  to  speak  plain  truth,  he  may  say 
a  great  deal  in  a  very  narrow  compass. 

—Steele. 


Truth  is  only  developed  in  the  hour  of  need ;  time,  and  not  man, 
discovers  it. 

— Bonald. 
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South  African  Mission  Statistics 


BAPTISMS 

BASSON,      Hendrina      Carolina, 

(Ramah)  b.  Elder  Richard  Peter- 
son, c.  Elder  Steve  Holtom.  10 
April,  1960. 

CORBETT,  Grace  Eileen  (Daws), 
(Salisbury*  b.  Elder  Thomas  L. 
Youd,  c.  Elder  Glen  D.  Waltman, 
10  April,   1960. 

CORRIGAN,  Brian  James,  (East 
London)  b.  Alfred  J.  Corrigan.  c. 
Elder  Sydney  A.  Newton,  1  May, 
1960. 

DE  JONGH,  Laurie  William, 
(Ramah)  b.  Elder  Dennis  Bullock, 
c.  Elder  Robert  Wallin.  10  April, 
1960. 

DOLLERY,  Daisy  Hermine, 
(Ramah)  b.  Elder  Glen  Harding, 
c.  Elder  R.  Gordan  Rice.  13 
December  1959. 

FISHER,  Michael  James,  (Salis- 
bury) b.  George  Alexander  Fisher, 
c.  Elder  Thomas  L.  Youd,  21 
February,   1960. 

HUMAN,  Dianne  Geraldine,  (East 
London)  b.  Clement  G.  Human,  c. 
Elder  Svdnev  A.  Newton.  1  May, 
1960. 

KRULL,  Ronald  James,  (East 
London)  b.  Clarence  E.  Krull,  c. 
Elder  W.  Mack  Park,  1  May,  1960. 

LANSBERG,  Enrich  Ferdinand, 
(Primrose)  b.  Elder  David  Allen,  c. 
Elder  James  Prins,    10  April,   1960. 

MAGEE,  Bernice,  (Ramah)  b. 
Elder  Richard  Peterson,  c.  Elder 
Steve  Holtom,  10  April  1960. 

MCTAVISH,  Catherine  Dorothy, 
(Out)  b.  Elder  Paul  K.  Bevan,  c. 
Elder  Douglas  B.  Luke,  24  April, 
1960. 

MCTAVISH,  Creswell,  (Out)  b. 
Elder  Douglas  B.  Luke,  c.  Elder 
Paul  K.  Bevan,  24  April,  1960. 

MCTAVISH,  Creswell,  Jr..  (Out) 
b.  Elder  Paul  K.  Bevan.  c.  Elder 
Douglas  B.  Luke.  24  April,   1960. 

MUnt,  Beverley  Marcelle,  (Pre- 
toria) b.  Norman  Ivan  Muir,  c. 
Norman  Ivan  Muir,  13  March.  1960. 

NEL,  George  Fredrick,  (Ramah) 
b.  Elder  Richard  Peterson,  c.  Elder 
Steve  Holtom,  10  April,  1960. 


NEL,  Petronella  Cecilia, 

(Ramah)  b.  Elder  Steve  Holtom, 
c.  Elder  Richard  Peterson,  10  April, 
1960. 

NICIIOLLS  (Nichinsky),  Mau- 
rice, (Ramah)  b.  Elder  Gordon 
Rice,  c.  Kenneth  B.  Chater,  10 
April,   1960. 

NICHOLSON,  Dolores  Julianna 
Dianna,  (East  Rand)  b.  Elder 
Charles  S.  Armstrong,  c.  Elder 
James  R.  Johnson,  10  April.  1960. 

NICHOLSON,  Keith,  (East 
Rand)  b  Elder  Ruel  M.  Barker,  c. 
Elder  Robert  D.  Barrus,  10  April, 
1960. 

PIERCE  Y,       Reginald       Dennis, 

(Bellville)  b.  Elder  Ronald  Bacher, 
c.  Nicholas  J.  Goosen,  7  February, 
1960. 

PITTENDREIGH,  Henry,  (Pre- 
toria) b.  Lyle  R.  Taggart,  c.  Elder 
Ruel    M.    Barker,    13    March,    1960. 

PITTENDREIGH,  Maria  Wil- 
helmina,  (Pretoria)  b.  Elder  Ruel 
M.  Barker,  c.  Elder  Harold  M. 
Coad.  13  March,  1960. 

PITTENDREIGH,  Thelma.  (Pre- 
toria) b.  Elder  Ruel  M.  Barker,  c. 
Elder  Lvle  R.  Taggart,  13  March, 
1960. 

RANDALL,  Cheryl  Yvonne, 
(East  London)  b.  Elder  W.  Mack 
Park,  c.  Elder  W.  Mack  Park,  1 
May,   1960. 

SWANEPOEL,  Florence  Effy 
May,  (Ramah)  b.  Elder  Kent 
Hutchings.  c.  Elder  Don  Nelson,  10 
April,  1960. 

VAN  STADEN,  Roberta  Ann, 
(Pretoria)  b.  Nicholas  H.  van 
Staden.  c.  Elder  Lvle  R.  Taggart, 
13  March,  1960. 

BLESSINGS 

BLICHER-OLSEN,  Sharleen 

Ann,  (East  London  I  8  May,  1960 
by  Alfred   J.   Corrigan. 

COOPER,  Colleen,  (Krugers- 
dorp»  6  March.  1960  by  Deryck 
Vernon  Vice. 

COOPER,  Debra,  (Krugersdorp) 
6  March,  1960  by  Deryck  Vemon 
Vice. 
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COOPER,  Glen,  (Krugersdorp) 
6  March,  1960  by  Deryck  Vernon 
Vice. 

COOPER,  Michael,  (Krugers- 
dorp) 6  March,  1960  by  Deryck 
Vernon  Vice. 

HANSOM,  Wendy  Ann,  (Out) 
10  April,  1960  by  Elder  Paul  K. 
Bevan. 

KOK,  Lucinda,  (Pietermaritz- 
burg)  3  April,  1960  by  Elder  Joseph 
Wilson. 

KOK,  Melissa,  (Pietermaritz- 
burg)  3  April,  1960  by  Ronald  M. 
Morrissey. 

KRUGER,  Andre  Rodolf,  (Kru- 
gerdorp)  1  May,  1960  by  Richard 
Bradfleld  Jakins. 

MINNIE,  Louise  Daniel  (East 
Rand)  3  April,  1960  by  Elder  Ruel 
M.  Barker. 

NICHOLSON,  Gail,  (East  Rand) 
3  April,  1960  by  Elder  Doyle  T. 
West. 

POTGIETER,  Jillian,  (Primrose) 
3  April,  1960  by  C.  Kenneth  Powrie. 


POTGIETER,        Sheralynne, 

(Primrose)  3  April,  1960  by  Petrus 
C.  Faber. 

WILKENS,  John  August,  (Out) 
3  April,  1960  by  Walter,  O.  R. 
Erasmus. 

ORDINATIONS 

ALEXANDER,     Finlay     Charles, 

(East  Rand)  Priest,  3  April,  1960 
by  Elder  Doyle  T.  West. 

EVANS,  Michael  Lewis,  (East 
Rand)  Deacon,  1  May,  1960  by 
Elder  Ruel  M.  Barker. 

HEFER,  Louis  Phillippus,  (Prim- 
rose) Priest,  3  April,  1960  by  Elder 
David  T.  Allen. 

DEATHS 

JOUBERT,  Emmarentia  Petro- 
nella,  (Primrose)  28  February,  1960. 

WELLS-LOWTON,  Elizabeth 

Mary  Ann,  (Port  Elizabeth)  4 
April,    1960. 


Missionary  Activities 


Ruel  Barker 
Steve  Holtom 
Kieth  Hubert 
Gerald  Jordon 
Ronald  Louw 
Douglas  Olson 
Sherid  Peterson 
Gordan  Rice 
Sidney  Smith 


TRANSFERS 

From 

Brakpan 

Johannesburg 

Krugersdorp 

Springs 

Port  Elizabeth 

Welkom 

Bloemfontein 

Johannesburg 

Durban 

APPOINTMENTS 


To 

Mission  Office 

Krugersdorp 

Mission  Office 

Welkom 

Bloemfontein 

Brakpan 

Port  Elizabeth 

Springs 

Johannesburg 


Ruel  Barker,  Travelling  Elder. 

Keith  Hubert,  Travelling  Elder. 

Gerald  Jordan,  Supervising  Elder,  Welkom. 

Douglas  Olson,  Supervising  Elder,  East  Rand. 

NEW  ARRIVALS 

May  12,  1960 

Elder  Thomas  Henry  Blackburn,  Porterville,  California,  U.S.A. 
Assigned  to  Durban. 

Elder  Duane  Leo  Child,  Clearfield,  Utah,  U.S.A.  Assigned  to  Johannes- 
burg. 


Never  trust  anybody  not  of  sound  religion,  for  he  that  is  false  to 
God  can  never  be  true  to  man. 

— Lord  Burleigh. 
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BULAWAYO    BRANCH 

by  Iris  Fourie 

It  was  with  much  regret  we  said 
farewell  to  Elders  Shreeve  and 
Taylor.  It  was  nice  knowing  you. 
We  welcome  Elders  Hales  and 
Sessions.  We  hope  you  will  like 
our  city  and  folk;  and  may  you  be 
blessed  in  your  good  work. 

We  were  very  happy  to  have 
Sister  Jean  Wood  back  with  us  at 
the  completion  of  her  mission.  But 
this  was  not  for  long  as  Sister 
Wood  has  been  transferred  to 
Gwelo  where  she  will  be  teaching 
school.  Wie  wish  her  every  happi- 
ness and  good  health. 

The  lucky  folk  away  on  a  well 
deserved  holiday  are  Brother  and 


FROM  THE 

REPORTERS  PEN 


Sister  Reeder  and  family,  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Isaac  and  family, 
and  Sister  Yates  and  family.  We 
wish  them  a  pleasant  holiday  and 
a  safe  return.  We  were  happy  to 
see  Sister  Cooksley  of  Pretoria  who 
is  visting  her  daughter,  Sister 
Joyce  Jones. 

Congratulations  to  Brother 
Rodney  Jones  for  bringing  home 
two  prizes  at  the  recent  Southern 
Rhodesia  Ball-room  dancing  ex- 
hibition held  in  Salisbury. 

MIA  had  a  very  successful  pro- 
gressive dinner  recently.  We  know 
of  two  fellows  who  were  sorry  to 
miss  the  dinner  —  Brothers  Jubber 
and  Gartside.  We  hope  you  en- 
joyed the  meals  while  in  the  army 
camp. 

Brother  Robin  Austin  went  down 
with  mumps  this  week.  Well 
planned,  Robin  and  a  speedy 
recovery. 

Brothers  Trevor  Fourie  and 
Peter  Gartside  report  that  they 
had  a  wonderful  time  at  the  MIA 
Convention  and  wish  to  thank  the 
members  who  so  kindly  opened 
their  homes  to  them. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 
by  Mona  Spear 

We  started  this  month  off  very 
well  by  having  a  combined 
baptismal  service  with  the  Welkom 
branch.  It  was  a  joy  to  witness  the 
baptism  of  Pat  and  Mike  Baervelot 


and  we  feel  sure  that  these  two 
young  people  will  be  assets  to  the 
branch. 

We  welcome  Shirley  Kirsten  into 
our  branch  and  we  all  hope  she 
will  be  happy  in  her  new  home, 
from  all  here  in 
to      all      members 


Best    wishes 
Bloemfontein 
elsewhere. 


-II- 


DURBAN  BRANCH 

by  Joyce  Wahlburn 
On  the  1st  May  our  Natal 
District  Conference  was  held  at 
"The  Grove".  The  theme  was  "The 
Life  and  Ministry  of  Jesus  Christ." 
President  and  Sister  Fisher  were 
present,  but  our  usual  joy  at 
having  them  with  us  was  tinged 
with  sadness,  for  us  it  was  also 
good-bye.  In  the  morning  Sister 
Fisher  was  presented  with  a  beau- 
tiful orchid  corsage  by  the  Natal 
District  Presidency,  as  a  token  of 
their  esteem  for  this  very  sweet 
and  wonderful  lady.  In  the 
evening,  the  Relief  Society  sisters 
presented  Sister  Fisher  with  a 
lovely  brooch  in  the  shape  of  the 
Southern  Cross.  President  and 
Sister  Fisher  were  presented  with 
a  lovely  candlestick  holder  at  a 
Fireside  held  m  their  honour.  We 
will  always  cherish  the  wonderful 
association  that  we  here  in  Durban 
have  had  with  these  two  dear 
people. 
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Three  radiant  brides  walked 
down  the  aisle  at  "The  Grove" 
this  past  month.  President  Fisher 
officiated  at  two  of  these  cere- 
monies —  that  of  Sister  Lavinia 
Bosse  and  Mr.  Ralph  Grove,  on  the 
29th  April;  and  Sister  Shiels  and 
Dr.  Joseph  Baise,  on  the  30th 
April.  Sister  Joan  Flack  and 
Brother  Noel  Futter  were  married 
by  President  I.  C.  Louw  on  the 
7th  May.  Sister  Molly  Seager  was 
married  in  court  to  Mr.  Van  der 
Walt,  on  the  30th  April. 

We  were  proud  to  be  able  to 
honour  our  wonderful  mothers 
once  more  on  the  8th  May.  The 
mothers  of  Malcolm  and  Graham 
Wilson,  Wendell  Jakins,  Harlen 
and  Leland  Doller,  Brian  and 
Nigel  Miller,  Robert  Cameron,  and 
Max  and  Norman  Smith,  were 
extra  happy  on  this  day,  as  they 
were  presented  with  their  son's 
Priesthood  Awards  by  President 
I.  C.  Louw.  The  mothers  then  pre- 
sented them   to  their  sons. 

With  the  advent  of  Conference 
and  the  weddings  we  have  had 
many  visitors  to  our  Branch.  There 
were  far  too  many  to  mention 
individually,  but  we  were  happy  to 
see  them,  one  and  all.  We  would 
like  to  make  one  exception, 
though,  that  of  Sister  Grace 
Barry,  who  was  formerly  of  our 
branch  and  has  returned  to  this 
country  as  a  missionary  from  Salt 
Lake  City.  We  are  very  proud  of 
her,  and  wish  her  every  success  in 
the  mission  field. 

Two  Baby  Showers  were  held  by 
the  Relief  Society  this  month  for 
Sisters  Bayley  and  De  Klerk. 

Brother  and  Sister  Swanepoel 
have  been  transferred  temporarily 
to  Piotermaritzburg.  We  welcome 
back  to  our  branch  Brother  and 
Sister  Sharpe  and  little 
Christopher. 

// 


EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

by  Rita  Corrigan 
The  East  London  branch  has  a 
back  log  of  news  to  report.  On 
March  10th  we  were  pleased  to 
have  Brother  Osman  from  Cape 
to  our  Sunday  services.  Bro. 
Osman  was  persuaded  to  speak  to 
us  and  he  was  able  to  pass  on  to 
us  some  very  lovely  thoughts  and 
a  humble  testimony. 


On  1st  April  a  lovely  little 
daughter  was  born  to  Sister  Jean 
Olsen.  Sister  Olsen  had  the  baby 
blessed  on  Mother's  Day  and  given 
the  name  of  Sharleen  Ann. 

We  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
Sister  Eornman  and  her  daughter 
from  Welkom  on  the  10th  April. 
Sister  Hall  and  family  from  Boks- 
burg  paid  us  a  surprise  visit  on 
the  same  day.  We  hope  all  these 
fine  members  arrived  back  safely 
home  after  their  short  holiday 
here. 

President  and  Sister  Corrigan 
were  the  sole  representatives  from 
East  London  to  the  M.I. A.  Festival 
and  Leadership  Convention  over 
the  Easter  weekend.  It  was  a 
wonderful  experience  for  them  to 
gather  with  so  large  a  concourse 
of  Saints  from  all  quarters  of 
South  Africa  and  partake  of  the 
beautiful  spirit  at  all  meetings. 
They  would  like  to  thank  all  those 
who  assisted  them,  especially  those 
who  gave  them  the  hospitality  of 
their  homes. 

Sunday,  the  1st  May,  was  another 
red-letter  day  for  East  London 
when  five  people  entered  the 
waters  of  baptism.  We  rejoice  with 
Brother  Human  that  his  wife, 
Janet,  became  a  member  of  the 
Church  on  this  occasion.  We  ex- 
tend a  hearty  welcome  to  her  and 
hope  she  will  find  much  joy  and 
happiness  in  living  the  Gospel. 
Also  we  welcome  our  youthful  new 
members  —  Diane  Human,  Cheryl 
Randall,  Ronald  Krull,  and  Brian 
Corrigan.  May  the  Lord  bless  these 
young  people  and  help  us  to  guide 
them  aright. 

Mother's  Day  was  marked  by  a 
special  programme  given  by  the 
children  to  honour  their  mothers. 
It  was  indeed  a  joy  to  see  and  hear 
the  little  ones  taking  part  so  con- 
fidently in  the  programme  they 
had  prepared. 

The  Bussey  family  have  had  a 
rough  passage  again,  this  time  with 
whooping  cough  which  laid  low 
Dennis,  Minnie  and  Sister  Bussey. 
We  are  pleased  to  report  they  are 
all  making  good  recovery  though 
still  in  quarantine.  Sister  "Ouraa'' 
van  der  Merwe  is  feeling  very  much 
better  and  looks  quite  slim  these 
days. 
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Brother  and  Sister  Krull  have 
shifted  from  Nahoon  to  Cambridge 
West  (temporarily  at  any  rate)  to 
see  if  a  higher  position  will  ease 
young    Eric's    bronchial    asthma. 

President  and  Sister  Fisher 
visited  the  East  London  branch  for 
the  last  time  on  Sunday  evening, 
15l':i  May.  The  Saints  were  happy 
to  have  them  with  us  but  the 
merting  was  tinged  with  a  note  of 
sadness  as  the  Saints  here  realised 
this  was  their  farewell  talk.  We 
shall  miss  them  and  pray  that  our 
Heavenly  Father  will  give  them 
and  Dianne  safe  passage  home. 
// 


EAST  RAND  BRANCH 

Jean    McGill 

On  Saturday,  30th  April,  the 
MIA  organized  a  cake  sale  in 
Brakpan.  Sisters  Cloete,  Burrow 
and  Harding  had  a  busy  time  sel- 
ling the  cakes  and  the  funds  were 
swelled  for  Mutual.  Several  socials 
have  been  held  recently  in  the 
branch.  The  Relief  Society 
organized  a  Beetle  Drive  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Martell,  and  a  most  enjoyable 
evening  was  organized  in  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Alexander. 

We  really  felt  sad  to  say  goodbye 
to  Elder  Barker  and  wish  him  joy 
in  his  future  labours  in  the  Cape. 
We  welcome  Elder  Olsen  and  hope 
he  will  enjoy  his  labours  in 
Brakpan. 

// 


KRUGERSDORP   BRANCH 

by  Elaine  Strydom 
On  Fast  Sunday  Brother  and 
Sister  Tony  Kruger  had  their  lovely 
baby  blessed.  We  were  happy  to 
have  the  District  Presidency  with 
us  on  this  day  and  they  were  able 
to  take  part  in  an  uplifting  testi- 
mony meeting. 

We  have  had  a  change  in  the 
branch  presidency  with  Brother 
Charles  Strydom  being  set  apart 
as  Second  Counseller  and  Brother 
Jan  van  Brandwijk  as  Branch 
Clerk.      • 

After  the  very  stirring  MIA  Con- 
vention, Krugersdorp  MIA  has 
been  organized  with  Brother 
Robert  Goetsch  as  Superintendent, 
Sister  van  Brandwijk  and  Brother 
Steve  Cooper  as  1st  and  2nd 
Counsellers   respectively.   We   pray 


that  these  fine  people  may  get  the 
support  from  the  members  and 
teachers  to  make  it  the  success  that 
it  can  be. 

The  branch  extends  to  Brother 
and  Sister  Greer  their  sympathy 
in  the  loss  of  Sister  Pat's  mother. 

Brick  selling  goes  on  with  great 
gusto  and  we  are  all  waiting  to 
see  the  results  of  the  group  system 
which  has  been  introduced.  There 
are  five  brick  selling  groups  and 
each  has  the  goal  of  £10  a  month. 

It  is  with  heavy  hearts  that  we 
say  goodbye  to  President  and  Sister 
Fisher  and  Dianne.  We  can  only 
say  "Thank  you  for  the  wonderful 
leadership  and  guidance  and  un- 
tiring enthusiasm  which  you  have 
put  into  the  South  African 
Mission.  You  will  take  with  you 
many  memories  and  you  leave  with 
each  and  every  one  of  us  fine 
memories  and  a  wonderful  example 
of  the  blessings  of  living  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus   Christ." 

// 


LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

by  Jeanne  Charsley 
The  Sunday  School  presented  the 
programme  on  Mother's  Day.  The 
mothers  enjoyed  the  tribute  paid  to 
them  even  though  some  of  the  little 
ones  had  bad  attacks  of  "butter- 
flies". The  corsages  presented  to 
the  mothers  were  of  sweet  peas 
and  carnations. 

We  are  glad  to  welcome  back 
Sister  Johanna  van  Deventer  and 
Esias  and  Wilhelmina  from  their 
sojourn  down  South. 

The  sum  total  of  our  Priesthood 
holders  were  included  in  the  pro- 
gramme commemorating  the 
Restoration  of  the  Aaronic  Priest- 
hood. A  very  enjoyable  service  was 
held. 

// 


MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

by  Beatrice  Smith 
The  first  Sunday  evening  service 
of  the  month  was  held  under  the 
direction  of  the  Sunday  School.  On 
this  occasion,  we  heard  from 
teachers  and  members  of  the 
various  classes.  Each  had  some 
especial  facet  of  the  Gospel  to  dis- 
cuss. There  were  also  some  splendid 
musical  and  choral  items. 

For  the  first  week  in  May,  there 
were  sounds  of  hammering  and 
planing  in  the  Recreation  Hall  as 
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the  stall-holders  proceeded  with 
the  task  of  decorating  for  the 
Carnival,  which  was  held  on 
Saturday,  7th  May.  This  function 
was  officially  opened  by  President 
Fisher.  Each  stall  was  tastefully 
decorated  and  there  was  a  variety 
of  aritcles  to  be  purchased — food 
and  handiwork.  Games  for  the 
young  and  folks  of  all  ages  were 
organized  and  enjoyed.  The  cafe- 
teria did  splendid  business.  During 
the  afternoon,  the  ladies  of  the 
Caledonian  Pipe  Band  and  High- 
land dancers  put  on  an  animated 
show,  which  pleased  all  spectators. 
We  congratulate  the  branch  on  a 
wonderful   effort. 

Mother's  Day  is  always  one  of 
the  happiest  events  of  the  year; 
but  when  it  is  combined  with  a 
District  Conference,  then  it  attains 
heights  which  can  only  be  realised 
after  they  have  been  experienced. 
It  was  our  privileged  to  have  this 
combination  on  May  8th.  All  ses- 
sions of  conference  were  well 
attended.  The  messages  delivered 
by  the  speakers  were  beautiful.  We 
had  plenty  of  music,  too,  which 
added  to  the  loveliness  of  the  day. 
Posies  were  handed  to  the  mothers 
by  some  of  the  tinest  members. 
Certainly,  there  were  blessings  for 
all  who  were  present. 

The  Aaronic  Priesthood  Group 
presented  the  service  on  15th  May. 
One  can  never  tire  of  the  story  of 
how  the  Priesthood  was  restored 
to  this  age.  We  thank  all  of  those 
who  sooke  and  showed  us  how  that 
Priesthood  is  in  action  in  the 
Church  today. 

Welcome  to  the  new  little  Doll- 
man  son,  who  was  born  on  17th 
May. 

We  have  had  a  fleeting  visit  from 
Elder  Keith  Hubert  and  his  com- 
panion. It  is  good  to  see  one  of 
our  very  own  missionaries  occa- 
sionally. 

It  is  good  to  report  that  Sister 
Dorothy  Nielssen  has  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  a  motor 
accident. 

Two  families  have  moved  into 
new  homes  this  month.  The  Swarts 
have  gone  to  Brooklyn  and  the 
Theys  have  joined  the  community 
of  Saints  at  Meadowridge.  We 
wish  them  joy  in  their  new 
environments. 


Congratulations  go  to  California 
to  the  Theo  Rayners  who  have  a 
third  little  daughter. 


-//- 


PIETERMARITZBURG    BRANCH 

by  Joan   Ball 

Since  last  writing  the  branch 
report,  there  seems  to  be  quite  a 
lot  to  say,  particularly,  as  we  did 
not  get  back  from  Convention  in 
time  to  report  our  branch  activi- 
ties. 

Firstly,  we  would  like  to  thank 
all  those  members  who  did  so  much 
towards  making  the  M.I.A.  Con- 
vention the  wonderful  experience 
it  was  for  each  and  everyone  of 
us.  No  praise  can  be  too  high  for 
them.  We  all  enjoyed  the  meetings 
so  much,  and  the  wonderful  com- 
panionship and  the  friendship 
that  was  extended  to  us. 

Earlv  in  April  we  were  happy  to 
witness  the  blessing  of  Lucinda 
and  Milissa  Kok  and  pray  the 
Lord  richest  blessings  on  these 
little  folk. 

On  the  30th  April  we  all  went 
to  Durban  to  attend  D;strict 
Conference.  What  a  lovely  day  we 
all  had!  We  were  very  happy  to 
have  President  and  iSster  Fisher 
with  us,  though  our  happiness  was 
tmged  with  sadness,  for  we  knew 
that  it  would  be  their  last  visit  to 
our  District.  We  all  had  a  most 
enjoyable  day,  and  even  the  late 
journey  home  did  not  mar  the 
events  of  the  day. 

On  the  7th  May  we  held  our 
Primary  Programme.  There  was 
such  a  lovely  spirit  with  us  during 
the  evening;  our  little  ones 
astounded  us  all  with  their  per- 
formance and  the  choruses  which 
they  rendered  to  us.  We  were  well 
and  truly  proud  of  them!  The  15th 
May  was  a  special  Priesthood  pro- 
gramme which  was  also  very 
enjoyable. 

The  branch  mothers  were  all 
truly  honoured  on  Mother's  Day 
by  the  presentation  to  each  mother 
of  a  little  red  carnation.  It  was 
a  lovely  thought  and  we  really 
appreciated  it. 

We  have  had  to  release  several 
members  from  their  branch  duties 
due  to  the  fact  that  they  have 
been  transferred  from  Pieter- 
maritzburg.  We  offer  congratula- 
tions  to    all    those    members    who 
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were  set  apart  from  these  positions. 
Brother  Ben  Hommes  was  set 
apart  as  1st  assistant  in  the  Sunday 
School  Superintendency  and  M.I. A. 
Secretary.  Sister  C.  Grantham  was 
set  apart  as  2nd  Counsellor  in  the 
M.I.A.  and  Sister  Joan  Ball  as  1st 
Counsellor  in  the  Primary. 

We  were  pleased  to  have  Brother 
and  Sister  Ouwerkerk  to  visit  with 
us  on  the  15th  May. 


PORT    ELIZABETH   BRANCH 

by  Madge  McHugh 
Mutual  held  a  hobo  party  and 
most  of  the  members  came  dressed 
as  hobos.  There  was  a  tie  in  the 
two  most  badly  dressed  hobos 
between  Erothers  Sidney  Trollip 
and  Bob  Barnett.  After  the  party, 
an  impromptu  concert  was  held 
and  hotdogs  and  cool  drinks  were 
served. 

All  the  members  who  attended 
Convention  came  back  thrilled  at 
having  had  the  opportunity  of 
going  and  all  voted  the  testimony 
meeting  the  best.  We  hope  that 
next  year  the  Port  Elizabeth 
branch  will  all  be  there. 

We  were  pleased  to  have  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Fisher  with  us  on 
Sunday  for  meeting  although  it 
will  be  their  last  visit  to  P.E. 
before  they  leave  for  home.  The 
theme  of  the  talks  given  by  Pre- 
sident and  Sister  Fisher'  were 
centred  around  the  home.  President 
Fisher  presented  Brother  Sidney 
Trollip  with  his  Aaronic  Priesthood 
award  and  Brother  Clive  Puffet 
with  his  Aaronic  Priesthood  award 
plus  the  100%  attendance  award. 
We  congratulate  these  two  young 
men  on  this  great  achievement. 
// 


PRETORIA   BRANCH 

by  Martha  Lion-Cachet 
We  were  indeed  very  pleased  to 
welcome  Brother  and  Sister  Folly 
from  Port  Elizabeth  to  our  evening 
service  on  the  24th  April.  They 
were  spending  a  few  days  in 
Pretoria  after  Convention. 

We  are  very  pleased  to  report 
that  Sister  E.  Sanders  has  now 
returned  home  after  an  operation. 
We  hope  that  she  will  soon  be  weli 
enough  to  join  us  in  our  meetings. 
Sister  Moffs  has  now  also  been 
able  to  join  us  after  her  operation. 
Unfortunately   her   voice   has  not 


yet    fully    returned    but   that    will 
come  with  time. 

We  regret  to  report  that  little 
Cecilia  van  Vuuren  is  in  hospital 
with  severe  burns  from  hot  water. 
We  hope  and  pray  that  she  will 
soon  be  well  enough  to  accompany 
her  family  to  all  the  meetings. 

Mother's  Day  was  held  on  the 
8th  May  and  all  mothers  were 
presented  with  a  small  bouquet. 

Everyone  is  keen  on  working  for 
the  Building  Fund  in  order  that  we 
may  soon  be  able  to  commence 
building  a  chapel  for  themselves. 
A  Progressive  Dinner  was  held  on 
the  7th  May  for  the  Fund  and  a 
sizeable  amount  was  made.  The 
evening  was  nicely  rounded  off 
with  a  film  show  given  by  Mr.  N. 
Slabber. 

Our  Primary  presented  us  with  a 
wonderful  programme  for  the 
evening  service  of  the  1st  May.  The 
theme  was  "Honour  thy  Father 
and  Mother".  Sister  Kunitz,  Pri- 
mary Supervisor,  is  to  be  congra- 
tulated for  the  fine  effort  put  forth 
for  the  programme. 

// 


RAMAH  BRANCH 

by  Mariam  Nicholls 

Our  Easter  Convention  was 
really  lovely.  It  started  on  Thurs- 
day prior  to  Good  Friday  with  the 
Road  Shows.  All  the  branches  that 
competed  were  without  exception 
very  good  and  most  talented.  The 
winner  was  East  Rand.  "The 
Mission-Aires"  entertained  us  with 
several  songs  and  judging  from  the 
applause  they  drew,  their  audience 
just  adored  them. 

Good  Friday  was  also  a  wonder- 
ful day.  In  the  morning  the  Relief 
Society  held  their  meeting  and  a 
Singing  Mothers  chorus  from  the 
Mission  sang  several  songs.  All 
who  were  present  enjoyed  the  talks 
of  Sister  Mavis  Louw  and  Sister 
Holly  Fisher. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Speech 
Competition  was  held.  Adjudicates 
were  Johann  Brummer  and  Mary 
Daubney.  A  very  high  standard 
was  shown  by  the  speakers  and 
Brother  Neville  Cramer  (Mowbray  t 
was  the  winner.  The  subject  was 
the  1960-61  MIA  Theme.  John 
8:31-32. 

Saturday   evening   was   a   spark- 
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ling  event  with  the  Convention 
Banquet  and  Dance.  The  hall  was 
beautifully  decorated  in  a  Chinese 
fashion  and  the  Banquet  featured 
a  Chinese  menu.  Most  of  the  folks 
attended  found  the  chopsticks  too 
difficult  and  had  to  resort  to  the 
usual  means.  Brother  Tex  Smith 
(Ramah)  was  Master  of  Cere- 
monies. 

Tributes  to  the  youth  of  the 
South  African  Mission  were  made 
by  President  Dan  Cherrett 
(Krugersdorp)  and  reply  by  John 
Meiring  (Durban).  Tributes  to  the 
MIA  officers  and  teachers  were 
made  by  District  President 
Kenneth  Powrie  (Transvaal)  and 
reply  by  Jean  McGill  (East  Rand). 

President  Fisher  presented  prizes 
to  the  winners  of  the  Poster  and 
Poem  contests.  Then  a  most  en- 
chanting evening  followed  with  a 
picturesque  floor  show  presented 
by  the  Ramah,  Springs  and 
Durban  branches.  It  was  introduced 
by  little  Diane  Fisher.  We  then 
danced  away  the  evening  to  the 
music  of  President  Douglas  Hul- 
bert's   orchestra. 

The  Sunday  morning  session  was 
under  the  direction  of  the  Mission 
MIA  Supervisors.  An  all-mission 
youth  choir  under  the  direction  of 
Elder  Doyle  T.  West  provided  the 
music.  Solists  were  Elder  Darryl 
Sherwood  and  Olive  Wallace 
(Ramah).  President  I.  C.  Louw 
and  Mission  President  Glen  G. 
Fisher  gave  inspiring  talks.  Then 
the  time  was  turned  over  to  the 
youth  to  bear  their  testimonies. 
Our  hearts  ached  for  these  lovely 
young  folk  who  had  sacrificed 
many  things  to  be  able  to  travel 
to  Johannesburg  to  mingle  with 
the  Saints.  All  who  were  present 
were  thrilled  at  their  testimonies. 

In  the  afternoon  session  Elder 
Doyle  T.  West  and  Sister  LaVerne 
Park,  Mission  MIA  Supervisors, 
paid  tribute  to  Brother  and  Sister 
William  Brummer  and  presented 
them  with  the  Honorary  Master 
M-Man  and  Golden  Gleaner 
award.  Our  congratulations  to 
Brother  and  Sister  Brummer  in 
attaining  this  high  award. 

President  and  Sister  Fisher 
spoke  and  left  most  inspiring 
messages  with  those  assembled. 
The   music  was  furnished  by   the 


augmented    Ramah     choir    under 
direction  of  Johann  Brummer. 

The  evening  session  was  a  musi- 
cal story  of  our  Saviour.  An  all- 
mission  choir  under  the  direction 
of  Johann  Brummer  with  Sister 
LaVerne  Park  as  narrator,  pre- 
sented "The  Easter  Story".  Solists 
were  Elder  Doyle  T.  West,  John 
Pain  (Durban),  and  Milja  van  der 
Linden  (Mowbray). 

At  the  Fireside  which  followed 
we  hea.'d  a  recorded  talk  given  by 
President  David  O.  McKay  entitled 
"Courtship  and  Marriage".  And  so 
ended  our  wonderful,  inspiring 
1960  MIA  Festival  and  Auxiliary 
Convention. 

This  is  the  last  Convention  that 
President  and  Sister  Fisher  will 
attend  as  President  of  the  South 
African  Mission.  We  here  at 
Ramah  wish  them  every  happiness 
in  the  future. 

Mother's  Day  was  celebrated  by 
each  mother  being  handed  a  white 
carnation  during  the  programme. 
// 


SALISBURY  BRANCH 

by  Jean    Schonnberg 

Though  Salisbury  has  had  a 
comparatively  quiet  month  there 
have  been  events  of  some  note 
and  our  Heavenly  Father  has 
continued  to  bless  us  collectively 
and  individually. 

On  Sunday  8th  May  the  Sunday 
School  service  was  in  the  form  of 
a  big  thank  you  to  mothers  every- 
where. Pat  Fisher  and  Sister  Theo 
Matthews  were  the  speakers.  The 
Primary  children  sang  a  lovely 
song  about  "Mother",  each  child 
holding  a  flower  bedecked  card 
spelling  out  "Mother".  Each 
mother  was  presented  with  a 
flower  posy  of  carnations  and 
delphiniums  arranged  by  Sister 
Matthews. 

At  Sacrament  meeting  in  the 
evening,  we  passed  another  mile- 
stone in  our  branch  progress  with 
the  ordination  to  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood  of  Roger  Cutsforth  and 
Geoffrey  Schonnberg.  We  congra- 
tulate these  young  men  and  pray 
that  they  may  ever  be  conscious 
of  the  honour  and  responsibilities 
which  they  now  carry. 

We  are  indeed  happy  to  welcome 
into  our  midst,  Sister  Thompson 
and  her  family  from  Fort  Victoria, 
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and  hope  that  they  may  ever  find 
that  companionship  and  love 
which  comes  from  fellowship  with 
the  Saints. 

The  branch  has  moved  to  a  new 
location  in  Salisbury  Street.  They 
now  have  three  new  upper  rooms 
which  most  suitable  accomodations 
of  a  more  permanent  nature.  The 
Relief  Society  have  a  room  which 
they  will  be  able  to  decorate  suit- 
ably for  their  meetings. 

It  is  a  great  joy  to  see  Sister 
Hodgkiss  about  once  more  and 
looking  fit  despite  all  he:  recent 
illness.  President  Hodgkiss  has 
himself  just  recovered  from  an 
attack  of  the  mumps.  We  do  hope 
this  family  sees  no  new  trouble  for 
many  a  long  day.  Duane  Clark  has 
also  contracted  mumps  recently. 

We  in  Salisbury  send  greetings 
to  all  branches  of  the  South 
African  Mission  and  pray  that  they 
may  ever  strive  together  in  the 
cause  of  truth. 

// 


PRIMROSE   BRANCH 

by   Minnie   Rautenbach 

Several  of  our  members  cele- 
brated birthdays  this  month. 
Our  congratulations  to  them.  We 
welcome  the  Tewson  family  back 
from  their  holiday. 

All  the  Primrose  members  say 
thank  you  to  all  the  Saints  who 
took  part  in  the  M.I. A.  Convention. 
It  was  a  most  wonderful  ex- 
perience, from  start  to  finish. 

Mother's  Day  was  celebrated 
here  in  our  little  branch  with  a 
very  delightful  service  in  the 
morning  and  afternoon. 

We  hope  that  Sister  Cubb  will  be 
better  soon. 

Sister  Pieterse  had  her  baby 
blessed  recently. 

We  at  the  Primrose  Barnch 
would  like  to  pay  tribute  to  our 
Branch  President,  Clarence 
Norbury,  for  his  patience  and 
effort  he  puts  in  his  work.  May 
the  Lord  bless  and  keep  him 
always. 

// 


SPRINGS    BRANCH 

by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk 
On  the  1st  May  the  Primary  took 
charge  of  the  evening  services 
presenting  a  well  organized  and 
,'nteresting  programme  with  an 
excellent      presentation     of     the 


theme,  "Reverence ".  The  Primary 
is  to  be  congratulated  on  their 
very  fine  effort. 

Mother's  Day  was  commemorated 
on  the  8th  May.  Speakers  treated 
the  subjects  very  impressively. 

On  this  occasion  however,  our 
congregation  was  depleted  as  a 
party  of  thirty  members  went  to 
Durban  for  the  wedding  of 
Brother  Noel  Futter  and  Sister 
Joan  Flack  on  Saturday,  7th  May. 
(Aha,  ou  kalfie,  nou  is  jy  weg!) 
Springs  unitedly  wish  you  both 
the  greatest  of  joy  in  this  wonder- 
ful undertaking. 

We  a:e  happy  to  see  Brother  H. 
Hugo  well  and  fit  again  after  his 
lengthy  spell  of  influenza.  We  are 
glad  also  to  see  Sister  Minnie  active 
again  after  a  prolonged  stay  in 
hospital. 

On  the  15th  May  President 
Douglas  Hulbert  conducted  a 
special  Aaronic  Priesthood  service 
to  commemorate  the  Restoration  of 
the  Priesthood.  The  theme,  "The 
Aaronic  Priesthood  in  our  Lives", 
was  well  treated  by  five  young 
speakers.  President  I.  C.  Louw  was 
the  final  speaker. 

We  are  happy  to  invite  into  our 
midst  Elder  Ronald  Rice  who  is 
now  labouring  in  Springs. 

At  a  dinner-dance  sponsored  by 
the  Branch  Presidency  for  those 
who  received  their  awards  at  the 
recent  MIA  Convention,  District 
President  Ken  Powrie  also  pre- 
several  young  men  of  the  branch 
with  their  Aaronic  Priesthood 
awards.  They  were:  Brian  Louw, 
Pieter  Botha,  Erold  Jubber,  Willem 
Botha  and  Digby  Chater  of 
Ramah.  We  congratulate  these 
young  brethren  on  their  outstand- 
ing efforts. 

We  are  happy  to  let  the  Mission 
know  that  we  continue  to  be 
blessed  with  a  very  fine  spirit  of 
co-operation  and  unity. 

II 


WELKOM  BRANCH 

by  Violet  Holtshousen 
During  February  the  Branch 
was  honoured  by  a  visit  from  Pre- 
sent Fisher,  and  as  always.  Presi- 
dent Fisher  left  a  fine  and 
inspiring  message  for  all.  Sister 
Fisher  was  missed  very  much  by 
all  in  the  branch  and  we  trust  she 
is  well  on  the  way  to  good  health 
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again. 

A  few  of  the  members  in  Wel- 
kom  were  indeed  blessed,  at  being 
able  to  attend  the  MIA  Conven- 
tion over  Easter  at  Ramah.  They 
enjoyed  every  moment  of  it  and 
have  come  back  having  learned  a 
great  deal  which  will  greatly  bene- 
fit the  branch. 

May  8th  being  Mother's  Day,  the 
mothers  of  the  branch  were  feted 
at  a  supper  prepared  by  the 
fathers.  In  the  evening  they  then 


took  their  wives  to  a  film  show. 

Again  we  have  to  say  farewell  to 
one  of  our  missionaries,  Elder 
Olsen.  He  has  been  transferred  to 
the  East  Rand  district  and  we 
wish  him  a  happy  stay  there 
among  the  Saints. 

We  will  be  pleased  to  see  little 
Blake  and  Glen  Beldon  coming  out 
to  meetings  once  more,  and  hope 
they  are  now  quite  well;  also  little 
baby  Botha,  who  has  been  ill. 


BRANCH    REPORTS     SHOULD    BE     IN    BY    THE     20TH     OF    EACH 

MONTH  IN  ORDER  TO  BE  PLACED  IN  THE  CUMORAH  SOUTHERN 

MESSENGER  FOR  THE  FOLLOWING  MONTH. 


IRON  ROD  —  Concluded 

we,  through  our  righteous  living, 
could  be  assured  that  sometime, 
somewhere,  we  would  be  re-united  in 
fellowship  again. 

Sister  Fisher,  in  her  message,  has 
expressed  the  feelings  of  our  hearts 
and  I  will  not  repeat  except  to  add 
my  love  and  blessings. 

To  District  and  Branch  Presiden- 
cies, to  Auxiliary  Officers  and 
Teachers,  to  mothers  and  fathers 
and  children,  to  the  missionaries  and 
our  friends,  I  express  heartfelt  grati- 
tude for  your  devotion  and  loyalty 
to  us. 

""We  were  strangers  and  ye  took 
us    in!"    We    are    cheered    by    the 


promise : 

"Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  un- 
to one  of  the  least  of  these,  my 
brethren,  ve  have  done  it  unto  me." 
(Matt.  25  :40) 

We  pray  God's  choicest  blessings 
will  be  with  you.  May  this  beautiful 
land  of  South  Africa  be  preserved 
as  the  land  of  your  inheritance,  that 
you  and  your  posterity  might  enjoy 
to  the  latest  generation  the  promise 
made  by  Nephi,  and  I  repeat: 

"Whoso  would  hearken  unto  the 
word  of  God  and  would  hold  fast 
unto  it,  they  would  never  perish." 

We  have  great  faith  in  you  and 
your  lovely  country,  and  as  long  as 
life  lasts  our  thoughts  and  prayers 
will  be  with  you. 


FROM  NOW  ON  — Concluded 

cause. 

May  we,  in  the  world  to  come, 
rejoice  together  in  the  continued 
love  and  friendship  that  we  have 
experienced  here.  From  now  on  my 
memories  will   be  my  treasures. 

SOMEONE  DEAR 

The  memory  of  people  dear  is  like 

a  thing  of  gold 
That  never  rusts  or  dulls,  nor  grows 

the  least  bit  old. 


Tis  like  a  bit  of  bright  sunshine  that 

fills  an  empty  room. 
Or  like  a   lovely  flower  that  never 

fails  to  bloom. 
It  offers  consolation  in  the  face  of 

strife  and  stress. 
The  memory  of  some  dear  one,  how- 
ever long  apart, 
Is  like  a  soothing  melody  that  lingers 

in  the  heart. 
Or    like     a     perfect     rainbow     that 

lingers  in  the  sky — 
The    portrait    of    a    past,    that    can 

never  die! 

Charles  H.  Daniels 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL— Concluded 

interest.  Remember  the  words  of  the 
Lord:  "Seek  ye  out  of  the  best  books 
words    of    wisdom;    seek    learning. 


even  by  study  .  .  . 

SACRAMENT   GEMS   —   June 

Sr.    Sunday   School 

Matt.    7:21 
Jr.    Sunday    School 

John   15:12 
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WHERE  TO  MEET 


TRANSVAAL 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Meetings:  1,  Hunter  Street, 
Highlands,  Johannesburg. 

Branch     President:      K.     Brian 
Chater;  Phone  45-5575. 
KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Meetings :  Krugersdorp  Town 
Hall  Lecture  Room. 

Branch  President:  D.  Cherrett. 
SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Meetings:  23,  Eleventh  Street, 
Springs. 

Branch  President:   Douglas  Hul- 
bert. 
EAST  RAND  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Masonic  Hall,  Brak- 
pan. 

Branch   President:    J.   H.    Aden- 
drofl;  Phone  54-6277. 
PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Masonic  Hall  on  19th 
Ave.  Gezina. 

Branch  President  J.  H.  L.  Smit. 
PRIMROSE  BRANCH 

Meetings:  English  Medium 
School,  Cnr.  Beaconsfield  Ave. 
and  Shamrock  Road,  Primrose. 

Branch  President:  C.  Norbury. 

NATAL 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Meetings:  144  Silverton  Road, 
Durban. 

Branch   President:    Ray   Gordon 
Willson;  Phone  81-7748. 
PIETERMARITZBURG    BRANCH 

Meetings:  Oddfellows'  Hall,  136 
Longmarket  Street  (just  above 
Chapel  St.) 

Branch  President:  R.  M.  Mor- 
rissey. 

CAPE  PROVINCE 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Cumorah,  Main  Road, 
Mowbray. 

Branch  President:  Alwin  Hubert; 
Phone  4-5275. 
BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Meetings:   Masonic   Hall,  Talent 


St.,    (Between   1st  and  2nd   Ave.), 
Parow. 

Branch  President:  N.  J.  Goosen; 
Phone  97-3285. 
EAST   LONDON   BRANCH 

Meetings:  Sons  of  England  Hall, 
Belgravia  Crescent,  East  London. 

Branch     President:      Alfred     J. 
Corrigan;  Phone  8-1821. 
PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Meetings:  40  Prospect  Road, 
Walmer. 

Branch  President:  C.  R.  Doller; 
Phone  51-2138. 
KIMBERLEY 

Meetings:  K.  A.  C.  Hall  on  Ship- 
pard  St.,  Kimberley. 

ORANGE  FREE  STATE 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Chapel,  end  of  Voor- 
trekker  Road. 

Branch  President:    S.   J.   Spear; 
Phone  6819. 
WELKOM  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Masonic  Hall  State- 
way. 

Branch  President:  Andrew  W. 
Robinson. 

RHODESIA 

BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Meetings:  Boy  Scout  Head- 
quarters on  8th  Avenue,  off  Loban- 
gula  Street. 

Branch  President :  R.  Isaac. 
SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Meetings:  107  Salisbury  Street, 
corner  Manica  Road  and  Salisbury 
Street. 

Branch       President:       Kenneth 
Trotter. 
GWELO 

Meetings:  Riverside  School,  Ath- 
lone  Drive. 
LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Meetings:  121  "F"  Avenue, 
Luanshya. 

Branch  President :  Douglas 
Charsley. 
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Every  elder  should  be  a  Christian  gentleman  always. 
A  gentleman — who  is  he?  "Whoever  is  open" — nothing  to 
hide,  no  downcast  look  because  of  the  consciousness  of  guilt; 
"whoever  is  loyal"— loyal  to  the  truth,  to  virtue,  to  the 
principles  of  the  Church,  including  the  Word  of  Wisdom— 
"true,  of  humane  and  affable  demeanour,  honorable  himself 
and  in  his  judgment  of  others,  faithful  to  his  word  as  to  law, 
and  faithful  alike  to  God  and  to  man — such  a  man  is  a  true 
gentleman,"  and  such  a  man  the  elder  should  be  who  repre- 
sents the  Church  to  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  in  the 
world. 

—President  David  O.  McKay. 


"A  new  year  in  a  new  era  !  How 
time  flies,  and  how  wonder- 
ful, how  magnificent  are  the  events 
which  are  borne  upon  its  wings  ! 
It  is  the  opening  of  a  dispensation 
that  includes  all  the  other  dispen- 
sations since  the  world  began.  The 
events  of  the  1,000  years  past  pale 
into  insignificance  compared  with 
the  work  of  the  present  time." 
— President  Wilford  Woodruff 


